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WISHING YOU A HAPPY & PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR 2018

3RD CONVENING OF INELI-ASEAN

The INELI-ASEAN three year online training project funded by Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation inaugurated on 11 June
2015 held its final and third convening 27-30 Nov 2017. It is to create a regional network of emerging library innovators to
foster collaboration, strengthen capacity and partnerships among stakeholders in Southeast Asia.

The project is to give opportunity to capacitate emerging public library leaders in undertaking relevant
innovations for optimizing the roles and functions of public libraries. Likewise, it will significantly contribute to
enhancing leadership skills and competencies of the participants. Further, it will serve as possible venue of
exchange in addressing regional public library issues that have potential to stimulate, expand, and improve
public library services
The INELI-ASEAN project involves ASEAN member states such as Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos,
Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. The project participants were brought
together in three convenings held in Malaysia on 21-24 October 2015; Singapore in 6-9 Sept 2016 and Vietnam
on 27-30 Nov 2017. The project is to build the skills level of 40 Innovators through online learning modules and
workshops during the convenings. There were experienced mentors and learning facilitators who guided the
innovators throughout the duration of the programme. Two Midway Meetings were held on 25-27 Apr 2017 in
Jakarta, Indonesia and on 22-24 May 2017 In Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei Darussalam.

Go to page 3
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BLA EXCO MEETING, 6 Dec 2017

INELI ASEAN MEETING WITH DIRECTOR DBP BRUNEI, 6 Dec
2017

BLA EXCO ANNUAL GET TOGETHER 2017
On Monday 11 Dec 2017, BLA EXCO organised a dinner to reflect on the accomplishments of BLA in
2017 and to strengthen members’ loyalty and continuous commitment to BLA. BLA President
congratulated and thanked members for their positive contributions in building a strong BLA.
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3rd CONVENING OF INELI-ASEAN
The convening took place on 27 to 30 Nov in the National Library of Vietnam in Hanoi and the Melia Hanoi
Hotel . It was attended by Director General of National Libraries and President of National Library Associations
as Sponsors, together with the Innovators and Mentors.

The four day programme consisted of:


















Opening of INELI ASEAN
Attending the grand opening of the exhibition: A Century Of Companionship With The People;
sharing of status INELIs from INELI-India, INELI- Mena and INELI- ASEAN;
presentation to winners of poster paper presentation of best practices
visit to the National Library of Vietnam
welcome dinner and cultural performances
Attending the NLV Centennial celebrations at the Hanoi Opera House
Visit to Ta Quang Buu Library, National Assembly and Parliament House, Ha Noi Public Library
Individual reflections
Journey of the innovators, mentors and sponsors
Presentation of Collaborative Team Projects
APLiN Board Meeting and launching
Workshop 1, 2, 3
Collective input on the future of INELI- ASEAN
Closing and messages from the NLP Director, sponsor, mentor and innovator
Conferment Of Awards And Recognition
Fellowship programme
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INAUGURATION OF INELI-ASEAN AND LAUNCH OF APLiN

INELI ASEAN was inaugurated on 11 June 2015 in Bangkok, Thailand during 16th CONSAL Conference.
The core goal of the INELI-ASEAN Project is the establishment of ASEAN Public Libraries Information
Network (APLiN), which is to be managed by an Executive Board of innovators. This is participated in
by public libraries with all innovators serving as its first organizational founders and members. The
APLiN is to serve as a network, information hub, common and practical platform wherein public
libraries in Southeast Asia can connect with each other. It is a mechanism that will create future
collaboration and partnerships among stakeholders within the region. It is to provide easy access to
vital information and a conducive venue for relevant knowledge, information exchange and best
practices.
To ensure successful implementation of the INELI-ASEAN Project and sustainability of the the APLiN,
national libraries in Southeast Asia; local, national and international library associations; government
agencies; non-government organizations; public libraries; local government units; and providers of
electronic resources from the private sector, will be tapped as potential partners to assist the funding
of the three-year project.
APLiN was launched on 30 Nov 2017, at the 3rd Convening and its Executive Board Members
Introduced. The Pledge of Commitment was led by NLP Director.
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PICTURES WITH DIRECTOR & DEPUTIES OF NATIONAL LIBRARIES
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INNOVATORS IN ACTION

WINNERS
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NLV CENTENNIAL CELEBRATIONS
National Library Vietnam kicked off its 100TH Anniversary celebrations with the Opening of the Exhibition titled A Century Of
Companionship With The People , at NLV grounds on 27 Nov 2017 morning . On display were valuable documents to
celebrate the 100th anniversary of the establishment of the National Library of Việt Nam. Items included ancient books made
from buông leaves of the Chăm people and a collection of Hán-Nôm books, which were written by hand in Nôm script (the
ideographic Vietnamese script that was widely used between the 15th-19th century) and feature facts and information on
geography, history, culture and education. Documents are displayed across four main themes – the establishment and
development of the library; products and services.

The next day on 28 Nov 2017 was followed by a more formal event at the Hanoi Opera House. The highlight was a
presentation of the First Class Labour Order to the NL V.

Addressing the ceremony, Minister Nguyen Ngoc Thien stressed that 100 years is a glorious and proud moment for the
National Library of Vietnam in raising people’s knowledge, cultivating human resources, developing reading culture in
Vietnam. He called the NLV to continue to unite and improve technologically, preserve and promote the title as the central
library of the whole country.
Over the past 100 years, the National Library of Vietnam has become the largest library in Vietnam, with a total of over 2.5
million documents. In particular, the library is preserving a number of precious collections from the 17th century to the
present. In recent years, the NLV has developed a variety of new documents, creating a collection of digital documents with
more than 5,000,000 pages of materials.
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NATIONAL LIBRARY OF VIETNAM
The National Library of Vietnam(Vietnamese: Thư viện Quốc gia Việt Nam; French: Bibliothèque Nationale du Viet Nam) is
the national library in Vietnam and it is located in Hanoi. It was established by a decree of 29 November 1917 as the central
library of Indochina.
It took the successive names of Pierre Pasquier (28 February 1935), Bibliothèque Nationale (National Library, 20 October
1945), Bibliothèque Centrale de Hanoï (Central Library of Hanoi, February 1947) before being given its present name at 21
November 1958.
Today the library is under the management of the Ministry of Culture, Sports And Tourism.
 Services
10 reading rooms-reference, general reading rooms, social & humanities, natural &
applied science, multilingual, reading room for researchers and entrepreneurs,
newspapers and periodicals, multimedia, S-Hub, children’s cultural library
 Information Resources
5 million pages of digital collection – 4.5 million doctoral theses, 147,955 sino-Nam
books, 283,841 Indochina books, 283,841 pages Indochina newspapers and magazines;
92,520 pages English books about Vietnam; 3,500 units CD/DVDs; microform materials.
2.5 million publication items - 1.580 million Vietnamese publications; 29,200 sets
Doctoral thesis; 5,280 item Sino-Nom books; 68,500 titles Indochina collection; 3,996
items documents of resistance period; 500,000 titles foreign language collection; 9,000 titles newspapers and magazines in
Vietnamese and foreign languages.
A recent feature in the NLV is the S.Hub Sharing Space which was launched on 24 Nov 2016 brought about by Samsung
Electronics Vietnam and the National Library of Vietnam to provide a sharing space, a space for young people of the city to
meet and share ideas, gain knowledge and be inspired. It is aimed at bringing an innovative library service model to better
serve the young’s demand for reading, researching, exchanging, studying and sharing ideas. The birth of S.Hub together with
Samsung created a learning and knowledge sharing space which can attract the active participation of the library users and
support the personal development of all people in the society. It is seen as a perfect model of combining technological
equipment and library’s knowledge resources.
S.Hub, spanning the lobby of the first floor and one part of the second floor, has several functional areas including an area
for events, an area for exhibition, an area for audio visual, an area for study by oneself and an area for group discussion. The
total area is 1,200 square metres. Samsung equipped the place with LFD screen, many computers for as quick info kiosk in
the lobby, tablets and desktops for study by oneself on the second floor, touch screens and speakers

The S. Hub sharing space has three elements. First the modern spaces and hi-tech equipment such as projection screen,
lookup tables, computers, tablets and PCs. Secondly an online exchange apace using www.s-hub.vn portal people can go
book the meeting room or the event space or the group discussion area and register to join events held at S.hub.
The website also is updated with summaries of past events. S.hub will host activities such as forum, presentations, and
competitions in many themes such as creativity, startups and soft skills for young people to meet and learn from each other.
Thirdly it regularly organise thematic activities in different formats.
For the past 20 years, Samsung Electronics Vietnam has had many community activities, especially those in the field of
education, helping in the training of skills and encouraging the passion for knowledge in young people.
The projects Samsung has been involved in included the Smart Library 1.0 project, which lasted from 2011 to 2015, in which
Samsung gave 200,000 books, 300 computers, tablets and DVD players to middle school students, serving about 50,000
students. The Smart Library 2.0 project, of which the S.Hub is the embodiment, was piloted in the Ho Chi Minh City Library
of Science in 2015.
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TA QUANG BUU LIBRARY @HANOI UNIVERSITY
Established in 1956, Hanoi University of Science and Technology (HUT) is a non-profit public higher
education institution and a leading research-oriented science and technology institution in Vietnam
entrusted by the Ministry of Education and Training located in the urban setting of the metropolis of
Hanoi (population range of over 5 million inhabitants). It has over 40,000 students. It offers programmes
in the disciplines of Science and Technology, Engineering, Economics and Management, Education and the
Arts.

The HUT library is named Ta Quang Buu Library and is the biggest university library with a 10-storey
building with a total area of 37,000m² which can serve 2,000 students at any one time and is open
seven days a week. It was inaugurated on 7 October 2006. The total investment for Ta Quang Buu
library is over 200 billion VND.
The library has three divisions-Information services, Information Processing, Information
Management and Consulting. It has 36 staff and serves 40,000 readers. It has a digital library
management system and its resources include print books, journal and theses and e-resources with
full-text databases on indigenous documents, and e-databases.
From the first floor to the fifth floor, there are 6 open reading rooms (the reader can search for and
look up books and documents), 2 circulation rooms, 2 self-study rooms, 1 library classroom, 2 closed
access, 2 two multimedia classrooms with 150 computers each connected to the Internet. Free access
to students. Services include documentation, information –information literacy, multimedia and
consultation and other services are exhibitions, conferences and public events.
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MEMORIES OF HANOI

HANOI CHILDREN’S CULTURAL LIBRARY
The project signed on 29 June 2017 between NLV and the Cooperation Foundation of Korea focused on
upgrading the library facilities, investing in modern equipment and book resources for children in three
languages: Vietnamese, English and Korean and several Vietnam and Korea ethnic musical instruments, typical
toys with the aim to creating a fresh, innovative and stimulating library space and building the reading habits for
Vietnamese children as well as bringing them positive cultural experience about the culture the two countries.
The first library complex for children in Việt Nam opened on 16 Nov 2017 as the first ‘five-star’ library which is
part of the National Library of Vietnam at No.31 Trang Thi street, providing books for children aged between 3
– 13, as well as welcoming the 25th founding anniversary of Vietnam- the Republic of Korea diplomatic ties and
the 100th anniversary of the National Library of Vietnam.
The 240 sq m-complex provides about 2.000 books in Vietnamese, South Korean and English. The library was
designed as a “tree of wishes” to attract children to a wide range of cultural activities such as traditional
instrument playing, toys and film screens.
The complex is a co-operation between National Library of Việtnam and the Korean International Cultural
Foundation with backing from Hyundai Corporation.
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THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY LIBRARY
I. General introduction:
1. History:
The establishment of the National Assembly Library (NAL) is put in the context of implementing the NA's
Resolution No. 27/2012/QH13 dated 21 June 2012 on some improvements and renovations to improve the
quality and efficiency of the NA (NA); Resolution No. 618/2013/UBTVQH13 in 10 July 2013 amending and
supplementing a number of articles of the Resolution No. 417/2003/NQ-UBTVQH11 on the functions, tasks,
authorities and organizational structure of the NA Office.
On that basis, the NAL is a unit of the NA Office. The NAL was
established and operated on 1 Jan 2014 according to Decision
No. 1506/QD-VPQH dated 31 Dec 2013 of the Director of the NA
Office on the establishment of the NAL of Libraries and Decision
No. 401/QD-VPQH dated 27 March 2014 of the Director of the
NA Office.

2. Purposes of the establishment:
To develop a modern NAL to archive necessary data for the needs of the NA, its agencies, its deputies and a part
of the public;
To construct a library to provide comparable information and those related to the contents of projects, schemes
and reports to the NA, the Standing Committee of the NA and the NA's supervisory activities, agencies of the
NA, members of the NA.
3. Responsibilities and functions:
- To provide traditional library and digital library services that meet the needs of frequent access to
information;
- To provide information requested by the NA deputies and providing information online through the
immediate support system;
- To organize activities of researching, compiling and synthetizing reference information for the operation
of the NA;
- To organize sociological, public opinion surveys, data statistics serving reference needs for the NA
activities; go to page 12
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- To organize seminars, conferences, scientific talks and new books introduction;
- To organize international cooperation activities in the field of library and research services;
- To administer and collect the public’s comments on the draft laws, ordinances and draft resolutions on
the website: http://duthaoonline.quochoi.vnTo digitize endogenous materials of the NA and available resources.
4. Resources:Number of books and documents: about 23,000 titles, more than 50,000 copies of
documents; 51 titles of newspapers and 49 titles of magazines
All endorsed documents of the NA, its agencies and office;
Studying, investigating and compiling reference materials on politics, society, law and economy; (30
research topics, compilation of information, 4-6 sociological surveys per year)
Uploading and collecting people's opinions on bills, draft ordinances, draft resolutions of the NA on the
Internet;
Database links with agencies outside the NA office.
Online information support system; Electronic library; Digital library.
5. Organizational structure and employee number:
Number of function departments: 04 departments including: Reading and Information Services departments,
Research Service department, Library Service department and Digital Library department.
Number of employees: 16 employees including: Board of Directors 02 persons; 04 heads and 10 specialists; 02
seasonal contracts.
During the NA sessions, 12 to 15 newly-graduated outsourced from state agencies and Universities of Law,
Economics and Social.
6. Opening time and target users:
Opening Hours: In the morning: From 8 to 11:30. In the afternoon: From 13:30 to 17:00. From Monday
to Friday. In the remaining time of the day and every Friday evening, the reading room is closed due to
professional work. On Saturdays, Sundays and public holidays: The reading room is open according to the
schedule of the NA Office.
The target users include: the NA’s Standing Committee; agencies; bodies of the Standing Committee;
deputies; leaders; cadres, officials, employees and other subjects decided by the Director of the NAL (students,
cadres, officials, employees of agencies outside the NAL ).
7. Number of visitors of the NAL:
- The Congress deputies (494 deputies);
- Officials, cadres, workers and employees of the NAL, agencies of the NL (about 2200 people)
- Annually around 3000 readers are served.
- Around 30 delegations in the country and outside
- Free distribution of 200,000 copies of books, reference materials, about 20,000 copies to the deputies,
cadres, officials and workers in the NA's agencies; provision of around 300-400 digital documents, with about
15,000 visits.
8. Partnership:
- Departments, units in the NA’s agencies
- Ministerial departments, branches; research institutes, universities
- Vietnamese libraries;
- International organizations.

Go to page 13
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9. Budget:
Around 2 billion/year (not including paychecks and administrative expenses)
II. Highlights:
1. Strengths:
- The general trend in the development of the information and research department serving the activities
of the NA in the countries around the world. Knowledge is increasingly considered essential for the decisionmaking of NA.
- The development of information technology support strongly to library and research activities.
- Background foundation is the activity of Information – Library – Science research center in the last years.
2. Challenges:
- Bringing knowledge into the decision-making process of the NA has not been popular in Viet Nam;
- Viet Nam’s NA has not been usually operated, concurrent delegates occupy the majority;
- Limited resources: Scale of documents is in small quantity and not varied; small capacity; unfavorable
location, lack of human resources, limited budget;
- There are overlapping functions and tasks with other unites (NCLP institute, committees)
3. Service innovations:
- Applying technology into the provision of library services such as information provision services,
electronic libraries, digital libraries, people's opinions collecting...
- Diversifying the types of information, researches
- Updating, adding many types of documents, building collections
- Developing programs, conferences and publications promotion and guidance of services to users.
III. 2016-2021 work plan:
1. Traditional library services: Develop policies to archive publications in line with the needs of the NA.
2. Building digital libraries: Developing policies to archive digital documents, digitizing documents; selecting and
building appropriate digital library management software; organizing an introduction on how to use digital
libraries
.3. Strengthening the capacity of research and investigation services: Developing a framework for periodic
research reports of NAL (comparative research reports, statistics reports, policy analysis); Organizing regular
policy forum activities to provide information and research to the NA deputies; Enhancing the research capacity
of researchers; Building a team of collaborators; Developing tools to connect the NA deputies with information
and research services, Organizing an introduction of research services to the NA deputies.
4. Organization of information provision to contribute to the publicity and transparency of the NA's activities:
Fully collect the NA's endogen documents in order to serve the needs of organization and operation of the NA
to serve the public; Develop a public service plan (from 1 to 2 days/week); Enhance the governance of the Online
Drafting Information Website, Provide information on the draft laws of the NA.
5. Strengthening the cooperation with local and foreign libraries: Inter-library cooperation with local libraries to
exploit collections of libraries to serve the needs of readers and members of the NA; Join the International
Libraries of the NA (IFLA, APLAP, GLIN, etc.); Bilateral cooperation with the Librarian of the NA to exchange
information for its operation; Cooperate with international organizations, universities and research institutes in
Vietnam.
6. Enhance governance capacity: Develop procedures and procedures for the work of the NAL; Strengthen
personnel capacity; modernize the NAL facilities.
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NEW TITLES
Syair Nilam Jauhari
A book of traditional poems was launched on 18 November 2017 written by Ibnu
'Abdir-Raheem or Yang Berhormat Pehin Orang Kaya Putera Maharaja Dato Paduka
Awang Haji Abdul Ghani bin Pehin Datu Pekerma Dewa Dato Paduka Awang Haji
Abdul Rahim, Member of the Legislative Council who is the Head of Perhimpunan
Sasterawan Budayawan Negara Serumpun (PSBNS) Brunei Advisory Board.

Golden Woven Fabrics Of Brunei Darussalam
Launched at the 6th ASEAN Traditional Textiles Symposium ,
19-23 Nov 2017, Brunei Darussalam

SUTERA at HTTPS://SUTERA.CO
Sutera is a digital lifestyle portal delivering informative content on everything Bruneian. We launched our website on 23
February 2017, in conjunction with Brunei Darussalam’s 33rd National Day. Our publication is a division under Lyfe Media
Sdn Bhd, providing up-to-date content on food, travel, events and activities in Brunei, aimed at both locals and tourists.

BRUNEI SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 2018
1st term- 16 March to 1 April 2018
2nd term-8 June to 24 June 2018
rd
3 term-30 November to 31 December 2018

HAPPENINGS
6-22 Nov 2017

Thirty one Royal Brunei Land Force (RBLF) personnel represented the RBLF shooting team in the 27th
ASEAN Armies Rifle Meet (27th AARM). The event hosted by the Singapore Army in the Republic of
Singapore.
The RBLF personnel were led by Lieutenant Colonel Aldi bin Haji Hassan, Commanding Officer of First
Battalion. A total of 550 participants from all ASEAN member states competed in five disciplines:
Carbine, Machine Gun, Pistol Ladies, Pistol Men and Rifle.
In conjunction with the 27th AARM, the ASEAN Chiefs of Army and ASEAN Sergeant Majors Army also
gathered on 21 November for the 18th ASEAN Chiefs of Army Multilateral Meeting (ACAMM) and
the 7th ASEAN Sergeant Majors Annual Meeting (ASMAM).

Go to page 15
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BRUNEI PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 2018

1 Jan

Mon

New Year's Day

16 Feb

Fri

Chinese New Year

17 Feb

Sat

Chinese New Year Holiday

23 Feb

Fri

National Day

24 Feb

Sat

National Day Holiday

14 Apr

Sat

Israk and Mikraj

17 May

Thu

Awal Ramadhan

31 May

Thu

Royal Brunei Armed Forces (RBAF) Day

2 Jun

Sat

Nuzul Al-Quran

15 Jun to 19 Jun

Fri to Tue

Hari Raya Aidil Fitri

15 Jul

Sun

His Majesty the Sultan's Birthday

16 Jul

Mon

His Majesty the Sultan's Birthday Holiday

22 Aug

Wed

Hari Raya Aidil Adha

11 Sep

Tue

Islamic New Year

20 Nov

Tue

Prophet Muhammad's Birthday

25 Dec

Tue

Christmas Day
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HAPPENINGS
8 Nov 2017

12 Nov 2017
12 Nov 2017
13 Nov 2017
13 Nov 2017

14 Nov 2017
14 Nov 2017
14 Nov 2017
14 Nov 2017
14 Nov 2017
17 Nov 2017

17-19 Nov 2017

17-22 Nov 2017
18 Nov 2017

18 Nov 2017

19 Nov 2017
19 Nov 2017
19 Nov 2017

65,747 tourists arrived in the country through the Brunei International Airport in the second quarter
of this year compared to 52,292 tourists of the same period last year. According to the Tourism
Development Department, Ministry of Primary Resources and Tourism's statistics, tourist arrivals by
air shows a positive and robust performance with an increase of 25 point 7 percent year-on-year.
After selling its retail and commercial banking portofolio to Baiduri Bank, all branches of HSBC ceased
operation today
25th Session of APEC Economic Leaders' Meeting , Danang
20th ASEAN-China Summit, Manila, Philippines
The official launch of Progresif radio, Brunei’s first app-based radio at the Tiny Lounge, Cultivate Bistro
resonated with the sound of music from the live session. Progresif Radio is an internet radio station in
which people can tune in to the radio via a downloadable application. The application provides a
livestream of the Radio and also an On-Demand playlist for those with a different interest. The unique
feature of the application is the user’s ability to interact with the DJ during live shows by calling or text
messaging. The function ‘Open Mic’ allows users to record a 10 second message to the radio station
for a request or to send a message to other listeners.
40th ASEAN-United States Summit, Manila, Philippines
12th East Asia Summit, Manila, Philippines
Government announced new pilot scheme on the bi-monthly payroll to start January 2018
More than 92,000 students received commemorative 50 cent coins minted to mark Golden Jubilee of
His Majesty’s Accession to the Throne
Dato Paduka Lim Jock Hoi, permanent Secretary at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade is set to
become ASEAN’’s next Secretary General in Jan 2018
Local telecommunications provider Progresif Cellular Sdn Bhd is looking to have their first 4G cell site
online within the next three to six months. Despite lacking the 4G network, Progresif has seen
exponential growth in the last two and a half years, going from 20,000 customers to 160,000
customers.
Pengiran Haji Zulkefli bin Pengiran Haji Besar was overall gross champ in the Kejohanan Golf Terima
Kasih Cikgu to mark 27th Teachers Day 2017 with 84 golfers competing at the Royal Brunei Golf and
Country Club, Jerudong.
Pehimpunan Sasterawan Budayawan Negara Serumpun. The six-day event, organised by the Brunei
Darussalam Association of Writers (Asterawani)
Opening of Western Food and Packaging Sdn Bhd (WFP), the first joint venture between Brunei and
Turkey, valued at US30 million with 75 employees marks another important milestone for Brunei
Darussalam in its effort to push for economic diversification and create more job opportunities for
locals via foreign direct investment, with a target production of 200 tonnes of industrial-use margarine
daily for export.
WFP is a subsidiary of Turkish food manufacturing company, Marsa Yag Sanayi Ve Ticaret Anonim
Sirketi, an oil and fats manufacturing company in Turkey.
25th IBTE Convocation Ceremony at the Chancellor Hall, Universiti Brunei Darussalam. 1,776
graduates received diplomas and certificates in various programmes. From that total, 1,012 graduates
received the National Diploma and Higher National Technical Certificate of Education, the HNTec in
the morning. Eleven graduates received excellent student awards in the BD-TVEC and IBTE
programmes while three others received the Special Students Award.
In the afternoon, 764 graduates received their National Technical Education Certificates (NTec),
Industrial Skills Qualification Certificate (ISQ), BDTVEC Skills Certificate 2 and BDTVEC Skills Certificate
3.
Melayu Islam Beraja Open Day at Taman SOAS to mark Golden Jubilee of His Majesty’s Accession to
the Throne
Sarawak Regatta 2017 , Kuching Waterfront Festival. The twenty rowers Brunei team won the VIP
boat race category
Opening of Dikir Syarafil Anam. Every 12th of Rabiulawal, Muslims all over the world commemorates
the birthday of Prophet Muhammad S.A.W. Starting tonight, all mosques, suraus and religious halls
throughout the country resounded with the Dikir Syarafil Anam marking the start of the Maulidur
Rasul celebration. The opening of the 12 consecutive nights of Dikir Syarafil Anam Ceremony in
conjunction with the celebration was at the Jame' 'Asr Hassanil Bolkiah in Kampung Kiarong.

go page 17
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HAPPENINGS
19 Nov 2017
21 Nov 2017

22 Nov 2017
25 Nov 2017
25 Nov 2017
27 Nov 2017
30 Nov 2017
1 Dec 2017
2 Dec 2017

2 Dec 2017
3 Dec 2017
3 Dec 2017
3 Dec 2017
4 Dec 2017
4 Dec 2017
4 Dec 2017
4 Dec 2017

5 Dec 2017

6 Dec 2017

7 Dec 2017
7-10 Dec 2017

9 Dec 2017

Over 300 people from all walks of life took part in the Brunei-Muara leg of Beachathon series 2017.
The 'Breakfast for School' program organised by the Yayasan Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah . This year
1,215 less fortunate students and 13 schools nationwide were selected for the programme. The
Breakfast for School programme has served eggs and full-cream fresh milk. Overall the free breakfast
were provided for 393 students from Brunei Muara district, 594 from Belait district, 78 from Tutong
district and 150 students from the Temburong district.
Certificates were presented to Ideal Multifeed Farm (Brunei) Sendirian Berhad, Breakfast for Schools'
coordinator teachers, teachers and staff as well as contributors for side dishes and transport services.
24th Civil Service Day
The Royal Brunei Armed Forces (RBAF) Cooperative (KOWIRA) held its 11th Annual General Meeting
(AGM)
DBP celebrates Mekar’s 50th anniversary
Opening the inaugural Borneo Manuscript Research Seminar 2017 and also the Archipelago
Civilisation Ancient Book and Manuscript Exhibition hosted by the Brunei History Centre
Brunei initiated THE ASEAN Mineral Awards at the sixth ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Minerals (6th
AMMin) was held in Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar.
THE LiveWIRE 8th SMEs Promotion
The mass gathering and procession of the National Maulidur Rasul celebration in the four districts held
on Saturday, 12 Rabiulawal 1439 Hijrah / 2 December 2017 with the theme 'Rasulullah Qudwah
Pemimpin Adil'
IWCB celebrated 29th anniversary
The first Charter Flight from Balikpapan – Bandar Seri Begawan – Balikpapan
Launch of Brunei December Festival
World AIDS Day 2017./ Brunei Darussalam AIDS Council Forum on Cinta Tanpa Sempaan
Zuellig Pharma marked its 30th anniversary in Brunei
Global Competitiveness Report 2017-2018 cites Brunei Darussalam as making major strides in overall
infrastructure development, scoring high among the Southeast Asian economies
HAWA 5th anniversary
Politeknik Brunei receives ISO 9001:2015. Politeknik Brunei has become the first higher education
institution in the country to be awarded with the International Organisation for Standardisation (ISO)
9001:2015 certification for its Level 5 Diploma education in the fields of business, information,
communication technology and science and engineering.
To mark Women’s Entrepreneurship Day, eBunda by BAG Networks and Big BWN Cookout organised
a Fireside Chat event attended by over 30 local women entrepreneurs.
The event themed ‘Women in Business: Be Bold for Change’ aimed to celebrate, support and empower
women entrepreneurs, in line with BAG Networks’ objectives through its Cendana e-business
community as well as eBunda programme for women development.The main highlight of the event
was a fireside chat featuring three prominent businesswomen, Dayangku Kemariah binti Pengiran Haji
Duraman (Kunyit 7 Lodge), Patricia Li (Laniege) and Fida Kula (L’Orient).
The Royal Brunei Airlines launched its newly refreshed and upgraded Sky Lounge as well as introducing
its new flagship Business Class Lounge. The launching ceremony took place at the Brunei International
Airport.
Special Women’s Assembly to Mark Maulidur Rasul
Dayangku Nur Siti Khadhijah binti Pengiran Haji Ali Kumar, a Universiti Teknologi Brunei student
currently undertaking MSc in Computer and Information Systems, won a Merit Award for the Tertiary
Category at the 17th Asia Pacific ICT Alliance Awards (APICTA Awards) in Dhaka, Bangladesh.Her
winning project, entitled EcoStreet, is a smart street lighting system integrating Internet of Things (IoT)
with street lights to minimise energy consumption while enhancing the safety of road users.
The newly founded Brunei Young Global (BYG) Thinkers Network hosted its inaugural dialogue, in
conjunction with the Young Southeast Asian Leaders Initiative (YSEALI) YOUnified Programme 2017.
The dialogue, themed ‘Youth x Global Engagement’, aimed at generating discourse on how ‘Generasi
Berwawasan’ can aspire towards pursuing the global agenda and joining multinational efforts in
overcoming global challenges, while staying true to the nation’s Vision 2035.
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HAPPENINGS
9-10 Dec 2017
9-11 Dec 2017

11 Dec 2017

12 Dec 2017

12 Dec 2017
13 Dec 2017

13 Dec 2017

13 Dec 2017
14 Dec 2017
15 Dec 2017
15 Dec 2017

Brunei Auto Fest 2017 an interactive car show with vendors present to showcase their products and
services.
Surtini binti Haji Abidin, Norhani binti Haji Juna and Khairul Bariah binti Khairul Anuar took sixth place
in the 1st Asian Boules Sport Confederation Petanque Championship 2017 in Bangkok. The 2nd Asian
Boules Sport Confederation Petanque Championship 2018 will be hosted by India next year.
Bruneian companies signed strategic alliance agreements between International Halal Trade Hub
Services, Tri-Star Shipping and Trading Brunei, FSM Logistics Sdn Bhd Sarawak Malaysia and PT
Winmas Logistic Indonesia, aimed to provide Halal logistics services and establish efficient connectivity
between the BIMP-EAGA and the ASEAN Plus China, South Korea and Japan
The agreements aim to develop the Sultanate as a Halal hub not only for the local market but also the
ASEAN Economic Community, utilising Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia and the Philippines East ASEAN
Growth Area (BIMP-EAGA) links to market our products.
The Outward Bound Brunei Darussalam Centre was given the International Standards from the
Outward Bound International (OBI) after passing the ‘Outward Bound Review Programme’ for the
ninth time. The test – for the 2018-2019 session – is a key requirement imposed on all OBI members
around the world as an annual programme emphasising security features. The programme also
involves studies and research in relation to the management and development of OBBD operations.
The centre has undergone this programme since 1996 when it was granted a Temporary Licence
membership. It was awarded the Permanent Licensing Licence after passing the standard test set by
OBI in 1999.
A wildlife aid campaign launched by D' Sunlit and World Wide Fund for Nature to increase social
awareness on endangered species and raising funds for projects on wildlife preservation by WWF
At the 18th certification presentation saw 245 participants of Youth Development Centre of the second
intake of the City & Guilds Programme , Certificate of Skill Community Programme Level 2 Award in
2D Computer Aided for 12 recipients from the January session of 2016 and 10 from the July session of
2016, the Best Trainee of the January and July 2016 sessions in three categories: the Entrepreneur and
Skills Training Programme, the Self-Development Programme and the Work Attachment Programme.
O.I.C. Extraordinary Summit, Istanbul. The Extraordinary Summit was convened at the request of
Turkey President, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Chair of the 13th Islamic Summit, following the
announcement by the United States of America on 6 December to recognise Jerusalem as the capital
of Israel.
Brunei start up won ASEAN Rice Bowl Award 2017 in Kuala Lumpur
Joint Forces Headquarters 10th anniversary
DARE Entrepreneurship Open Day
Launch of a 15 day Brunei December Festival Sales 2017

CONFERENCES
17th CONSAL Conference“ Next Generation Libraries: Collaborate and Connect” 2-4 May 2018,Nay Pyi Daw
84TH IFLA WLIC Conference “Transform Societies, Transform Libraries’” 23-30 Aug 2018, Kuala Lumpur
4 th IASL Regional Workshop October 2018 Myanmar
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