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“MY INSPIRATION” PROMOTES READING 

 

To Inspire and inculcate the culture of reading as well as instil the spirit of love for the nation among 
students, the Curriculum Development Department under the Ministry of Education (MoE) on 30 Aug 2017 
unveiled the ‘My Inspiration’ books for students of primary and secondary schools. 
 
The must-read books under the ‘My Inspiration’ were officially launched by Pehin Orang Kaya Indera 
Pahlawan Dato Seri Setia Awang Haji Suyoi bin Haji Osman, the Minister of Education as the guest of honour 
at the Auditoriuml of Raja Isteri Girls High School . 
 

The newly-launched books among others, include ‘The 
History of the Sultanate of Brunei’ (a joint publication 
by the Curriculum Development Department and 
Malay Islamic Monarchy Supreme Council Secretariat) 
and ‘Attaining Blessings in the Development of Science 
and Technology’ (written by Pehin Datu Seri Maharaja 
Dato Paduka Seri Setia (Dr) Ustaz Haji Awang Abdul 
Aziz bin Juned, State Mufti). 
 
There is also a reading culture programme log book to 
encourage students to read more than 40 books in a 
year. 
 

Haji Abdul Rahman bin Haji Nawi, the Director of Curriculum Development, said that the MoE plays an 
important role in addressing the challenges and support for the objectives of Brunei Vision 2035 to produce 
highly skilled, educated and successful citizens. 
 
In connection with this, the Curriculum Development Department has continued its effort to encourage 
and instil the culture of reading among students to increase their level of literacy. 
 
‘Attainin Blessings in the Development of Science and Technology’ written by the State Mufti Pehin Datu 
Seri Maharaja Dato Paduka Seri Setia (Dr) Ustaz Haji Awang Abdul Aziz bin Juned    

 
Muhammad Hasan’, ‘Sultan Abdul Jalilul Akbar’, ‘Sultan Husin Kamaluddin’, ‘Perang Pulau Chermin’ and 
‘Brunei Pusat Perdagangan Serantau’ published by the Curriculum Development Department.”  
Go to page 7 
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BLA EXCO MEETING 

 

 

6 Sept 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

WOMEN ICT FRONTIER INITIATIVE (WIFI) 

Pn Nellie representing the Women’s Business Council-Brunei Darussalam attended the 
WIFI Training of Trainers on 29-30 Aug 2017 in Manila, Philippines. It was jointly 
organised by UN Asian and Pacific Training Centre for ICT for Development; Dept of 
ICT of the Republic of Philippines; Philippine Commission on Women; and the ASEAN 
Women Entrepreneurs Network.  

 
The Women ICT Frontier Initiative (WIFI) flagship programme aims to promote women’s entrepreneurship 
in Asia and the Pacific through enhancing capabilities of women entrepreneurs in ICT and entrepreneurship 
so that they and their enterprises can become more productive, and hopefully grow and be sustainable so 
that they can actively contribute to community development as well as to the local and national economy. 
  
The WIFI programme was officially launched on 9-10 June, 2016 in Korea in a regional forum that examined 
the state-of-the-art of ICTD capacity building in Asia and the Pacific to develop the appropriate regional 
and national capacity development in support of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 
  
The overall goal of WIFI is to create socially and economically-empowered women through ICT-enabled 

entrepreneurship. 
  
WIFI is expected to achieve the following key 

objectives: 

 Strengthen capacity of women entrepreneurs 
to utilize information and communication 
technologies in support of their businesses; 
 Strengthen capacity of government leaders 

and policymakers to create an enabling 
environment for ICT-empowered women 

entrepreneurs. 
Go to page 3 
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WIFI Training Programme 

A comprehensive and integrated ICT and entrepreneurship 
training programme will be developed for two target 
audiences: 1) women entrepreneurs; and 2) government 
leaders and policymakers.  
WIFI employs a two-track approach to building capacities of 
women entrepreneurs:  

 Knowledge Enhancement. This includes learning the 
concepts and principles of women empowerment, SDGs, role 
of ICT, planning and managing a business. 

 ICT Skills Enhancement. This entails actual use ICT and 
applications in various business functions. 
In addition to women entrepreneurs, WIFI targets 

government leaders and policymakers to strengthen their capacities in creating the enabling environment 
for ICT-empowered women entrepreneurship. 
 
Modules for Core Content 
 
Core Module 1 on Women's Empowerment, SDGs and ICT   
The primary objective of this module is to introduce the key 
concepts of women's empowerment, its barriers and enablers in 
present times; the ICTs, its challenges and opportunities in 
promoting women's empowerment; and the SDGs related to 
women's empowerment. 
Core Module 2 on Enabling Role of ICT for Women 
Entrepreneurs    
The primary objective of this module is to introduce the key 
concepts of entrepreneurship and entrepreneurs. It also focuses 
on the global status of women entrepreneurs, entrepreneurship's relations to women's empowerment, its 
barriers and enablers faced by women entrepreneurs, and the role of ICT in women's entrepreneurship.  
 
Modules for Women Entrepreneurs Track  
 
Module 1 on Planning a Business Using ICT  
The primary objective of this module is to introduce potential women entrepreneurs to business planning 
and how ICTs can help in the process.  It provides fundamental business concepts, analytical tools, and 
basic ICT applications in business planning.  
Module 2 on Managing a Business Using ICT   The primary objective of this module is to enhance women 
entrepreneurs’ understanding of the skills and knowledge, and attitudes and values in actualizing and 
operating business activities. 
Module for Policymakers Track  
Module for An Enabling Environment for Women Entrepreneurs   
The primary objective of this module is to understand what is a gender-responsive government (including 

gender-sensitive policies and services); and learn how to create an enabling environment for ICT-

empowered women entrepreneurs. 
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11 th STUDENTS FORUM 
 

   
The 11th Students Forum themed, "Towards 
Achieving Brunei Vision 2035: Overcoming the 
challenges in the economy" was held on 
Saturday 26 Aug 2017 at the Auditorium of the 
Sultan Omar Ali Saifuddien College. It was jointly 
organised by the Alumni Class of 64 and SOAS 
College. The Guest of Honor was Mr Javed 
Ahmad, Managing Director and Chief Executive 
Officer of Darussalam Enterprise or DARe  while 
Dato Seri Paduka Hj Eusoff Agaki Hj Ismail led 
members of  the Alumni Class of 64. The guests 
were welcomed by Cg Dayang Krestina binti Haji 
Daud , Deputy Principal, SOAS College. 
  

 
At the forum, students from Seri Mulia Sarjana International School, Sultan Sharif Ali Secondary School, 
Sultan Omar Ali Saifuddien College and Masin Secondary School discussed on the theme.  The forum was 
moderated by Awang Mohamed Sirazzudeen bin Haji Mohd Maideen. 
 
The vision aspires that by 2035, Brunei Darussalam develops into a nation which will be widely recognized 
for the accomplishment of its highly educated and skilled people, reaching a quality of life among the 
world's Top 10 as well as having a dynamic and sustainable economy with an income per capita which is 
within the Top 10 countries in the world.  But in order to move forward towards achieving these visions, 
Brunei will face several challenges over time. 
  
Awang Muhammad Shauqi bin Haji Madzain 
from the Seri Mulia Sarjana International 
School emerged as the forum's champion, 
with Dayang Nazellea Yoannes binti Yusni 
Supawarti from Masin Secondary School 
came in second. Meanwhile, Awang Ahmad 
Mirza bin Haji Abu Bakar from the Sultan 
Sharif Ali Secondary School and Awang 
Muhammad Ammar Faiz bin Haji Roslan 
from SOAS College came in third and fourth 
respectively. The forum is a good platform 
to encourage the younger generation to 
hone their creativity and imaginative skills 
aside from acquiring new information.  
 
The students from year 7 also put up a 
drama entitled 'The Founding of oil - 
Brunei's first economy contribution'  .   Extracted from BruDirect,  27  August 2017   
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CONSAL XVII 

Myanmar Library Association and the National Library of Myanmar proudly host the 17th Congress of 
Southeast Asian Librarians (CONSAL XVII) : Meeting and General Conference. We invite all library 
communities in ASEAN to come together to ensure how libraries can contribute to the ASEAN Vision 2025: 
Forging Ahead Together and United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

Congress Venue  
Myanmar International Convention Centre (MICC II) 

It is located on 16 acres of land with 312, 000 square feet in Zabuthiri Township, Naypyitaw. It was built by 
the People’s Republic of China and completed on 15 March 2010. The MICC has a plenary hall that can 
accommodate 1900 persons. The MICC building is formed with listening rooms, holding rooms, meeting 
rooms, VIP summit room, news briefing room, singing room and the 720 person capacity Banquet Hall. 
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KAMPONG TANAH JAMBU MOSQUE  

LAUNCHES YOUTH PROGRAMME, LIBRARY 

 
THE Takmir Committee of Kampong Tanah Jambu Mosque, in collaboration with the Mosque Affairs 
Department, launched its two-day ‘Youth and Children Enlivening Mosque’ workshop, which will run until 
10 Sept 2017. 
 
The guest of honour was the Acting Deputy Director of Mosque Affairs, Haji Suhaimi bin Haji Mohd Noor. 
 
The opening ceremony began with a recitation of Surah Al-Fatihah, followed with welcoming remarks from 
the Chairman of the Kampong Tanah Jambu Mosque Takmir Committee, Pengiran Haji Rusman bin 
Pengiran Haji Shahbudin.  In his remarks, the chairman said that the programme will become the first step 
for the Takmir committee in organising more religious programmes and activities. 
 
These include Zikir, Dikir Syarafil Anam and Hadrah classes among others, to help shape the youths of the 
future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The opening ceremony also saw the launch of the mosque’s library officiated by the guest of honour. 
 
Among the activities to be conducted throughout the two-day programme are mass prayers, ‘Halaqah’ 
lecture, ‘Maghrib’ lecture, charitable works and a cleaning campaign, among others. 
 
Its objective is to encourage the local youths, particularly those residing in the area, to love attending 
mosque activities and programmes to further enliven the atmosphere. 
At the same time, it aims to provide the youths with beneficial knowledge by participating in religious 
programmes conducted at the mosque, especially during their school holidays. Source: 10 September  2017 
by Syazwani Hj Rosli      
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MOU BETWEEN STATE MUFTI DEPT & MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 

 
MOU signing between State Mufti Department and Ministry 
of Education to publish books written by the State Mufti was 
held on 30 Aug 2017 at STPRI Auditorium. Yang Berhormat 
Pehin Orang Kaya Indera Pahlawan Dato Seri Setia Awang Haji 
Suyoi bin Haji Osman, Minister of Education was the Guest of 
Honour. 
 
Books by the State 
Mufti Department  
especially those 
written by the State 
Mufti Yang Berhormat 

Pehin Datu Seri Maharaja Dato Paduka Seri Setia (Dr.) Ustaz Haji 
Awang Abdul Aziz bin Juned, will be introduced and supplied to 
secondary schools from time to time. 
 
The books to be published by the Curriculum Development 
Department will be made into reading materials under the 
‘Inspirasiku’  series. 
 
 

 
 

SCIENCEDIRECT & SCOPUS TRAINING AT UTB LIBRARY 
Dy. Hjh Pusparaini Hj Thani, Senior Librarian, UTB Library 

 
 

A two day training session was held at the Lecture Theatres 
at the UTB Library Complex from 5 to 6 September 2017. 
Ms Yu Lang Ling a representative from Elsevier was 
present to conduct the trainings. The benefits for the 
training included:  
 
 Learning tips and tricks to make your search on 
ScienceDirect & Scopus a breeze 
 Having an enhanced understanding of the content 
you’re viewing with audio, video and supplementary 

materials 
 Saving time via personalized features that save, edit, re-run and combine searches – sign up for 

alerts and RSS feeds 
 Organizing your research, create bibliographies, find relevant papers, collaborate with others 

online and more with a free reference manager, Mendeley.  
 
The audience consisted of academic staff and students from UTB of which the main target being the 
research communities and postgraduates students of UTB. The learning was interactive where set search 
questions were provided at the end of each sessions. There were altogether five sessions. This kind of 
training is crucial in order to assist the library users in sharpening their searching skills when using  the two 
online databases. 
 

http://borneobulletin.com.bn/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/p04-4_20170831.jpg
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The books are written by officers of the department and are the continuation from the history of the 
Sultanate of Brunei published for Year 4 last year. A number of new topics will be published for Year 
6 in 2018. 
 
Touching on the reading materials under the ‘My Inspiration’ books, Haji Abdul Rahman said they were 
written by local religious figures and scholars. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
On the new books, he explained, “The history of the Sultanate of Brunei for Year 5 comprises topics like 
‘Sultan  
 
“These must be read by students to learn about the writers’ thoughts to help raise their knowledge on the 
nation, religion and Bruneian identity,” he said. 
 
Other books under the ‘My Inspiration’ are ‘Love your Parents’ and ‘Uphold the Architecture of Malay 
Islamic Monarchy’ published by the State Mufti’s Office. 
 
Explaining the reading culture programme log book, Haji Abdul Rahman said, “The log book is designed for 
primary school to make sure students understand the contents or message of the book. Among the 
characteristics of the log book are spaces for students to fill in the summary and new words. The log book 
also takes into account the opinions from teachers and parents/guardians on the level of understanding 
and writing skills of the students. The log book has been put on trial in three schools and has shown 
encouraging results.” 
 
The highlight of the ceremony saw the signing of Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the MoE 
and the State Mufti’s Office under the Prime Minister’s Office. 
 
The signing allows for the book written by Pehin Datu Seri Maharaja Dato Paduka Seri Setia (Dr) Ustaz Haji 
Awang Abdul Aziz to be part of the ‘My Inspiration’ initiative. Witnessing the event were Pehin Orang Kaya 
Indera Pahlawan Dato Seri  Setia Awang Haji Suyoi and Dato Seri Setia Dr Haji Japar bin Haji Mat Dain @ 
Maidin, Deputy State Mufti. Signing on behalf of the Ministry of Education was Haji Abdul Rahman and Haji 
Saiful Nizam bin Haji Sulaiman, the Acting Director of Administration signed on behalf of the State Mufti’s 
Office. Others present were Pengiran Dato Seri Paduka Haji Bahrom bin Pengiran Haji Bahar, Deputy 
Minister of Education; Dr Haji Azman bin Ahmad, Acting Permanent Secretary at the MoE and ministry 
officials. Source: Borneo Bulletin, 31 August 2017, James Kon      

http://borneobulletin.com.bn/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/p04-5_20170831.jpg
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READING, LITERACY CELEBRATED DURING ‘BOOK FIESTA’ 

 

Paduka Seri Begawan Sultan Science College (MSPSBS) recently held a celebration of reading and literacy 
on the final day of the school term, with a ‘Book Fiesta’ organised by the college’s literacy society, known 
as the Laureates. 
 
Founded by Witsy Matthew, an English Literature tutor at MSPSBS, the Laureates have been actively 
organising Shakespeare Day, Classic Day and the Jane Austen Festival for the past few years, with the aim 
of improving the students’ holistic development by stimulating their imagination and creativity through 
poetry, drama and music. 
 
The fiesta started off with a welcome speech by Syuhra binti Musa, the President of the Laureates and a 
final-year English Literature student, who stressed on the importance of creativity for the development of 
a progressive generation in her speech.  
 
This was followed with Azhar and Aida performing a musical duet from ‘The Phantom of the Opera’, which 
was originally a landmark book of the early 20th Century by Gaston Leroux, delineating the complexity of 
mental and psychological disorders.  
 
Students Haziq and Yi Sing delighted the audience with a mime of James Bond in action, which illustrated 
the impact of the spy novel as a genre on Hollywood cinema. 
 
Other performers included Connor from Year 9, who sang a medieval tune; Adrianna binti Zaini, the 
college’s star vocalist; and Aqilah, who regaled the audience with the recitation of an original story. 
 
Later, there was a debate session on the efficacy of books versus cinema in boosting creativity, followed 
by a presentation of prizes for the best ‘Book Themed Door Decoration’. Source: Borneo Bulletin, 7 
September 2017, Lyna Mohamad      
 
 

STUDENTS LAUNCH ‘BEACON JOURNAL’ HIGHLIGHTING 
LITERARY TALENTS 

 

Seven International School Brunei (ISB) students launched the ‘Beacon Journal’, a literary publication 
showcasing some 75 artworks including literary works, photography and paintings.  Held last night at the 
Collective Arts Makerspace in Batu Bersurat, the event was aimed at celebrating the achievement of 
publishing a journal showcasing the best of ISB’s literary talent. 
 
According to the Head of the ISB English Department, Samantha Chesler, the aim of the journal was to 
showcase the work of ISB’s most talented and gifted students from Years 6-13 with the school and wider 
Brunei community. 
 
Launched in September 2016, the Beacon Journal started with an editorial team of seven Year 12 students 
who set a different theme every month, and invited students from Years 6-13 to submit fiction, non-fiction, 
poetry, photography and paintings on that theme which included ‘Journey, Change, Love and Time’. Once 
all the submissions were made, the editorial team chose the best ones to be included in the final 
publication. 
 
go to page 10 
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Asked what motivated the editorial team to start this initiative, Chesler said, “We have a wealth of artistry 
at ISB and some excellent writers and poets, so there was a need for a special journal to celebrate the 
students’ artistic endeavours. It was decided to include painting, photography and illustration as well, to 
further highlight student skill.” 
 
According to Chesler, it is intended for the Beacon Journal to be a yearly publication, with the next group 
of Year 12 students already having been chosen to run the editorial side of things. It will be completed in 
June 2018 and like the first edition, will be sold at the ISB book shop. Source: Borneo Bulletin, 7 September  
2017, Fizah HAB. 

 
 

LITERACY PROGRAMME PROMOTES READING 
 

RIMBA II Secondary School recently launched an eight-week intensive intervention programme in English, 
Mathematics and Science themed ‘Keep Reading, Keep Learning’ for its students. 
 
The programme started with close reading activities to encourage students to analyse the deeper meaning 
in a text, followed by intensive English, Mathematics and Science support lesson tailored by developing 
PISA (Programme for International Student Assessment) relevant skills. 
 
The first and last week of the programme will be diagnostic tests where the data gathered will be used to 
strengthen the school’s teaching and learning methods. 
 
In an effort to raise literacy, extensive reading slots have been introduced from Mondays to Wednesdays 
for the school’s Years 7 to 11 students, with resource packs to gauge their reading levels along with follow-
up activities to increase their performance in line with PISA expectations.  
 
Hajah Siti Khadijah binti Haji Damit, the CEO and Principal of the school said, “The diagnostic tests will not 
only provide solid data on our students’ capabilities but also shows us how confident they are in answering 
high order thinking skills. This programme is a good collaboration between English, Mathematics and 
Science with the support of teachers from other subjects.” 
 
She added, “We hope that this will prepare our students for their future to be good thinkers that will help 
our nation to excel and grow. In the future, we will integrate this culture of reading, collaboration and high 
order thinking into every aspects of our school.” 
 
The programme aims to familiarise students with PISA questions; inculcate a lifelong love of reading and 
learning; and instil high order thinking in their learning approach not just for the three aforementioned 
subjects but also to all subjects in the curriculum.  Source: Borneo Bulletin, 23 August  2017,    Wani 
Roslan      
 

HAPPENINGS 

19-31 Aug 2017  29 th SEA Games in Kuala Lumpur. Brunei Darussalam collected 5 silver and 9 bronze medals 

20 Aug 2017 Nine hundred people from all walks of life participated in the Charity Weather Run yesterday, raising 
$12,988  

22 Aug 2017 A Manual on Occupational Health and Safety Management System (OHSMS) was launched 

24 Aug 2017 The Malay Kedayan Association (Pemadayan) held a goodwill gathering at the home of 93-year-old 
Malay Kedayan activist Haji Nayan bin Apong, former village head. 

Go to page 11 
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HAPPENINGS 
24 Aug 2017 DBP Brunei  officially launched the Language Month  

25 Aug 2017 Telekom Brunei Berhad (TelBru)has announced its milestone success in connecting a majority of its 
client base to the company’s Fibre-to-the-Home (FTTH) network 

26-27 Aug 2017 SABRE Travel Network Brunei Sdn Bhd will host the annual Brunei Travel Fair 

27 Aug 2017 THE Trans Borneo 2017, a 15-day four-wheel drive expedition across the Island of Borneo came to a 

close, 

28 Aug 2017 Local martial arts association Perguruan Seni Pencak Silat Gerak 41 (PSPSG41) opened new branch 

in Kuala Belait 

28 Aug 2017 The Brunei Intellectual Property Office (BruIPO) and the Japan Patent Office (JPO) signed an 

agreement  

29 Aug 2017 649 students from Laksamana College of Business  Convo 2017 in Business, Hospitality and 
Computing and survey development was held in the evening at The Rizqun International Hotel. 
There were 63 graduates from the University of Chester university and five graduates secured First 
Class Honours degree from the first batch of a three-year fully fledged degrees awarded by the 
university of Chester UK in BA (Hons) in Accounting and Finance, BA (Hons) in Business Management, 
BA (Hons) in Marketing, and BSc (Hons) in Computer Science.  

29 Aug 2017 584 graduated at Laksamana College of Business Convo 2017, 86 graduates received their University 
Foundation certificates; 34 in the KCB Programmes in Higher Diploma, Advanced Diploma and 
Certificates; 87 in the Pearson BTEC Level 5 HND in Business (Accounting/Marketing); 28 in the 
Pearson BTEC Level 5 HND in Hospitality Management; 77 in the Pearson BTEC Level 5 HND in 
Computing and Systems Development; four in the Pearson BTEC Level 4 HNC in Computing and 
Systems Development; 100 in the Pearson BTEC Level 3 Diploma in Business; 12 in the Pearson BTEC 
Level 3 Diploma in Hospitality Management and 99 in Pearson BTEC Level 2 Certificate in Business.  

29 Aug 2017 IGS College Convo 2017. 400 graduated of which 87 were in Bachelors Degree, 57 Higher National 
Diploma, 131  Diplomas and 125 certificates. 4 awards were also given to excellent students namely 
the Kolej IGS First Class Award, the Faculty Best Student Award, Tan Sri Dato' Sri Paduka Dr Lim Kok 
Wing's Excellence Awards and the Pengiran Setia Jaya PSJ Excellence Awards. 

31 Aug 2017 His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah ibni Al-Marhum Sultan Haji Omar 
‘Ali Saifuddien Sa’adul Khairi Waddien, Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam  graced the 
Sovereign’s Parade ceremony for 32 Military Officer Cadets of the 16th Intake of the Officer Cadet 
School (OCS) Parade Square of the RBAF Defence Academy in Kampong Tanah Jambu. 
Receiving the Sword of Honour Award was 51829 Officer Cadet Daniel bin Tanggiling, who holds a 
Bachelor of Arts (Hons) in Environmental Studies from Universiti Brunei Darussalam (UBD). The 
Sword of Honour is the highest award bestowed by His Majesty for utmost brilliance upon an officer 
cadet who has the highest achievements in academic, physical and all other aspects of basic military 
training. 
His Majesty later presented the Best Academic Award to 51836 Officer Cadet Fadhil bin Colonel (Rtd) 
Dato Paduka Haji Joharie, who holds a Bachelor of Arts (Hons) in Professional Communications and 
New Media from UBD. He received the award based on the overall progressive academic results 
throughout the course. 
The Best Military Skills Award was granted to 51841 Officer Cadet Muhamad Zulfadli Hayat bin 
Shamsul Hayat who holds a Higher National Diploma (HND) in Hospitality Management awarded by 
Laksamana College of Business. The conferment of this award was based on his excellent 
achievements in all areas of military skills. 
Meanwhile, the Best in Physical Training Award was presented to 51826 Officer Cadet Abdul Hakim 
bin Haji Shahrum, who holds a Bachelor of Science (Hons) in Information Technology from 
International Graduate Studies (IGS) College. The award recognises the excellent performance of 
the officer cadet in physical training. 
A total of 32 officer cadets (17 male and 15 female) were commissioned in the ceremony, 22 as 
Royal Brunei Land Force (RBLF) officers and 10 as Royal Brunei Navy officers. 

2 Sept 2017 Aidil  Adha 

3 Sept 2017  Annual General Meeting and Elections for the Persatuan Lumba Perahu Kebangsaan Negara Brunei 
Darussalam 2017-2019. 

Go to page 12 
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HAPPENINGS 

5 Sept 2017 Mahakarya Institute of Arts recently signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with TAFE 

Queensland in Gold Coast, Australia. 

6 Sept 2017 The  launching of the 52.5 Brunei Cement by the sole local cement producer in the country, Butra 

Heidelberg Cement (BHC) Sdn. 

6 Sept 2017 A local commercial diving company, Al-Hadid Marine Services (B) Sdn Bhd received certificates 
recognising it as an external specialist for in-water survey services , making it the first Bumiputera 
company in Brunei Darussalam to obtain recognition from two marine class classification societies, 
namely American Bureau of Shipping (ABS) and Bureau Veritas (BV). 

7 Sept 2017 Universiti Brunei Darussalam  first off campus UBD-FPT Global Centre Da Nang Viet Nam is the first 
established by an ASEAN member state. UBD had trained 13 local graduates to work as tutors at the 
at UBD-FPT Global Centre. 

7 Sept 2017 UBD 29 TH Convocation. 863 Graduates of the PhD and Bachelor programmes received their 
certificates during the morning session  while  455  graduates of Masters, Postgraduate Diploma, 
Advanced Diploma and Diploma programmes received their certificates in the afternoon.  
A total of 1,308 students (66 international students in UBD) from the 5 th GenNext   batch, graduated 
this year including 36 PhD graduates, surpassing last year record of 28. 346 Master’s holders, 827 
Bachelor’s graduates, one Advanced Diploma and 98 Diplomas.  
UBD was ranked 349th in the Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) University Ranking, placing it among the 
top 1.3% of universities worldwide. In the QS Top 50 Under 50, UBD was placed 37th among 
universities founded less than 50 years ago.. 

7 Sept 2017 The media were invited to tour and experience the newly enhanced airport facilities during a media 
day, touring outlets offering quality international and local brands providing an enhanced shopping 
experience to its growing range of facilities and travel technologies, the Brunei International Airport 
is now more ready than ever to serve the growing expectations of today’s travellers. The media also 
viewed the ‘Commercially Important Person (CIP)’ area – a newly introduced service offering a VIP 
holding area (also available for public rental before aircraft boarding), ensuring optimum comfort 
and privacy for passengers who need it.. 

8 Sept 2017 A Passing Out Parade was held yesterday morning at the Penanjong Garrison. A total of 157 male 

recruits of the 159th intake 

8 Sept 2017 Kampong Tanjung Bunut will soon have a new mosque. Built on Waqaf land, the mosque is expected 
to cost around B$3.5 million and is scheduled to be completed by June 2018. The Kampong Tanjung 
Bunut mosque is the first project that will be entirely built with the Brunei Darussalam Mosque 
Construction Fund. 

10 Sept 2017 600 people took part in the 2nd ‘Jungle Walk’ 2017 organised by the Brunei-Muara District branch 
of the Wushu Federation Brunei held at Tasik Sarubing Recreational Park in Jalan Subok. The walk 
was divided into Groups A to F, according to respective distances. 

11 Sept 2017 His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah and Yang Di-Pertuan of Negara Brunei Darussalam 

officiated  the Brunei Pavilion at the 14th China ASEAN Expo in Nanning where  119 Brunei companies 

took part 

11 Sept 2017 Creative Space Art Gallery and Studio  ‘EMERGE 4: Synesthesia’ . The exhibition featured 15 local 

artists and showcases 31 artworks  

 
CONFERENCES 

17th CONSAL Conference“ Next Generation Libraries: Collaborate and Connect” 2-4 May 2018,Nay Pyi Daw 

84TH IFLA WLIC Conference  “Transform Societies, Transform Libraries’” 23-30 Aug 2018, Kuala Lumpur 
AFCC 2018 Country of Focus Singapore , 5-9 Sept 2018, NLB Bldg, Singapore 

4 th  IASL Regional Workshop October 2018 Myanmar  
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