
Wadah Perpustakaan Bil.1, January 2017  1 
 

 

WADAH PERPUSTAKAAN 

bruneilibraryassociation.wordpress.com 

 

Bil. 1                           Januari 2017                                       ISSN 1609-4271 

 

WISHING YOU A HAPPY  & PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR 

 

PROJEK KAMI  # ANAK SOAS 

An Action Group of Sultan Omar Ali Saifuddien College (SOASC)  students  calling themselves the A 
Team of Projek Kami Anak SOAS has been busy documenting  personal experiences shared by former 
students of the College.  

Projek Kami Anak SOAS is  to support the theme and objective of a competition organised by the 
Counselling and Career Unit of the Ministry of Education. The project  is to raise awareness amongst 
the students to be committed to their studies and  to appreciate the College legacy. The sharing of past 
experiences of former students and their successes is to inspire and heighten the students spirit  and a 
love for the College. 

On 26 November  2016, the group heard experiences shared by Dato Seri Paduka Aw Hj Eussof Agaki 
bin Hj Ismail and Pn Nellie DPH Sunny as members of Alumni Class of 64. They talked about their 
commitment, the spirit of comradeship towards success overcoming difficulties  despite the minimal 
facilities available in the 1960s. It ended with advice on strengthening life and leadership skills and 
developing a positive attitude in gaining a sound education and on becoming responsible and 
successful future leaders. The group later presented a token of appreciation to the Alumni. It was held 
at Class of 64 Library SOASC, a research library with a special collection of materials on His Majesty 
the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Negara Brunei Darussalam. 

Alumni Class of 64 is a group comprising of ex students of SOASC who studied and were classmates 
of His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah, Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Negara Brunei Darussalam 
in 1964. 
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On 21 Dec 2016, a meeting was held to discuss the itinerary of 
the proposed 9 days library visit in April 2017 to the Republic of 
Korea. The aim of the visit is aimed at our young professionals 
to enhance their awareness of library developments in the 
region and to learn of new techniques and best practices in 
providing excellent services to the information seekers.  
 
The proposed visit programme will include visits to the National 
Library of Korea, the National Library for Children and Young 
Adults and the National Digital Library. Other visits will include 
Nami Island and places of interest. 

 
 
 
 

BRUNEI CHEVENING 2016 YOUTH FORUM 
 

The youth's interests in entrepreneurship using social networking are becoming much clear and 
valuable contribution that individuals can make to social, cultural and environmental issues.  

On 8 October 2016 two BLA members joined around 100 young people from various youth groups and 
associations attended the Brunei Chevening Youth Forum (BCYF) 2016 Talk Series on "Social 
Entrepreneurship and Innovation". which was held at the Core Residential College of Universiti Brunei 
Darussalam (UBD. It was hosted by the Chevening Brunei Association with the focus on innovation and 
how it helps to shape youth development in the areas of education, civic engagement and leadership. 

A Chevening Scholar from Indonesia  shared his experiences by saying that to be a successful 
entrepreneur and innovative, young people should search for solutions to existing problems by 
observing the community while not forgetting to use their own skills and talent in addressing the issues. 

BLA is grateful for this opportunity to attend this forum where it learnt that the impact of using social 
networking and observing the community issues can contribute to  successful entrepreneurship. This 
model of social networking can be adapted in the library scenario as libraries transform, we are also 
engaging closely with the community where the concept of connect, collaborate, and building 
partnerships is the norm  in the transformation process in bringing innovative, creative use and learning 
spaces into libraries. 
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THE FUTURE OF BRUNEI LIBRARIANSHIP 

By PHM Shahminan PHS, Senior Librarian, Perpustakaan Islam Brunei Darussalam 
 
 

The National Education System of the 21st century is devised to assist and develop the teaching and 
learning strategies implemented in schools in Brunei Darussalam. Among other objectives of the 
National Education System are to make the teaching and learning environment more interactives, 
interesting and exciting both to teachers and students. Besides providing quality teachers and a 
conducive teaching and learning facilities, modern teaching methodologies using ICT are applied. 
Students are now able to demonstrate good results, teaching quality have steadily increased with more 
teachers are encouraged to attend trainings. The used of key performance indicators are used to 
measured its effectiveness. 

More librarians now realised the importance of new and advanced knowledge of librarianship. Librarians 
are no longer playing with their 3cm X 5cm magic catalog cards. They need not to remember the basic 
classification systems nor do they need  to stamp out the books being checked out by library users. 

The used of AACR standards are now slowly being replaced by the new approach using the Resource 
Description Access (RDA). More libraries are shifting to use the RDA standards realizing the latter will 
be implemented by libraries worldwide. 

The development and influence of ICT have pushed or pressured librarians to be part of these 
technologies' slavery. Universities, polytechnics, technical colleges and schools, public and 
departmental libraries have embraced commercially available  library management systems. 

Apart from books being the dominant of library collections, new library services are introduced and 
adopted. Online databases and E-books are subscribed by academic and public libraries to provide 
users with new information retrieval experience. Music and movies are coming to libraries to attract the 
young library users.  These developments have made huge impact on library visits from people of 
different ages. 

Such developments to some extent have influenced our librarians to be in the same track with other 
professional comrades. With the introduction of library courses at various levels for the last 15 years 
(the latest being the Advanced Diploma level at the Politeknik Brunei), librarians have been increasingly 
aware of that trending challenges. So what type of librarians are we looking for the future then! 

1. Qualifications vs experience - both qualities are needed for our librarians. Qualifications alone will 
not change the library overnight. What we need is a blending of dedicated, qualified and experienced 
librarians to work together. With such cooperation, librarians will stand tall and respected being in the 
forefront of information savvy.  

2. ICT and Technical skills - a know-how knowledge in both skills is a bonus for librarians. Being an 
information savvy should be aligned with the technical knowledge and skills in the use of various 
machine-related technology.  

3. Leadership quality - the future librarians should embraced  leadership skills. Leadership not only in 
the way how library is manage but more on the effort to achieve 2035 national vision of a developed 
nation. Librarians should be able to demonstrate a blending of leadership qualities such as 
communications, presentation, managerial, interaction the ability to express professional opinions and 
technological skills to highlight a few. 

4. Status quo - LIBRARIANS is everything in life. Everywhere we go, we will still be recognized with 
such phrases. Librarians is a leading figure in providing users with knowledge of the world through 
variety of library collections both in print and non-print materials.   

To conclude the future of librarianship in Brunei Darussalam will not be extinct. Just  like books it will 

be able to stand tall and respected by knowledge seekers. 

This article is written by the author through his personal opinions and observation of library development 

in Brunei Darussalam.  Dated: 13 December 2016.  
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ASIAN FESTIVAL OF CHILDREN’S CONTENT 2017 
Indonesia: Country of Focus 

17-21 May 2017, NLB Building, Singapore 
 

               

Calling writers, illustrators and publishers, librarians, literary 
agents, distributors and retailers, translators, teachers, and 

other professionals working with children’s content.  
 

The Asian Festival of Children’s Content (AFCC) aims to celebrate and promote the creation and 
appreciation of children’s books and content, with a focus on Asian themes. 
 
With a mix of professional conferences, seminars, masterclasses, workshops, evenings events, and a 
book fair, the AFCC is a unique event right here in Asia that provides an opportunity for writers, 
illustrators, editors, publishers, agents, distributors, parents, children, teachers, and librarians to meet, 
learn, develop their craft, and discover business opportunities. 
 
The National Book Development Council of Singapore (NBDCS) has been organising the Asian 
Children’s Writers & Illustrators Conference (ACWIC) since 2000. Leveraging on the success of this 
conference, ACWIC morphed into AFCC in 2010. It was reconstituted as both a professional trade, and 
to a limited extent, consumer event in 2010. 
 

8-26 May 2017  Book Illustrators Gallery 

13-16 May 2017  Writers and Illustrators Retreat 

16 May 2017  Opening Ceremony and Awards Presentation 

17 May 2017  Celebrating Our Stars 

17-19 May 2017 Writers and Illustrators Conference   

17-21 May 2017  Book Launches 

17-21 May 2017  Book Fair 

18 May 2017  Children’s Literature Lecture 

18 May 2017   Rights Exchange 

19 May 2017  Indonesia Night 

19 May 2017   Cross Platform Summit 

20 May 2017  Master Class 

20-21 May 2017  Teachers Congress 

21 May 2017  Parents Forum 

BLA is an AFCC partner 

Source.afcc.com.sg/2017 
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The Sustainable Development Goals are a UN Initiative (SDGs), officially known as Transforming our 

world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development is a set of seventeen aspirational "Global Goals" 

with 169 targets between them. 

 

IFLA’s capacity-building International Advocacy Programme (IAP) is now fully underway. “50 countries 

have joined IFLA in this journey, and are already making progress towards promoting and supporting 

the role libraries can play in the planning and implementation of the UN 2030 Agenda and the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)”, IFLA President Donna Scheeder .Everyone in the library 

community can help by spreading the word and making sure libraries are recognised as key 

development partners.  

 

The IAP programme was launched with four Regional Workshops which involved more than 100 

participants from library associations and public library representatives from 50 countries. 

 

Before the workshop, participants signed an agreement with IFLA to carry out awareness-raising 

activities, and to meet with policy makers to ensure libraries are recognised as key partners in 

supporting the UN Agenda 2030. With these agreements, IFLA has established an engaged community 

of advocates who will work in increase the profile and impact of library and information professionals in 

the achievement of sustainable development goals. 

IFLA's Secretary General stressed: “This has never been done before in the library community, and it 

is even more relevant because of its long-term sustainability. These participants have committed to be 

strong advocates in their countries to bring libraries into the UN 2030 Agenda conversation, and IFLA 

will be there to support them along the way.” 

Source: ifla.org 
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REGIONAL ISLAMIC LIBRARIES SEMINAR 
By Dy Amal Syukriyyah Hj Abdul Kahar, Librarian, UNISSA 

 
Universiti Sains Islam Malaysia (USIM) Faculty of Quranic and Sunnah Studies, Negeri Sembilan, 
Malaysia held a "Regional Islamic Libraries Seminar" (RELIES) for two (2) days, on 26 and 27 
Muharram 1437H corresponding 28 and 29 September 2016 at the Main Lecture Hall, USIM, Negeri 
Sembilan, Malaysia.  
 
Two from UNISSA library were present to deliver a paper entitled "Implementing A National Consortium 
Of Islamic Libraries In Brunei Darussalam: Opportunity and Challenges ". There were a total of two (2) 
keynote papers and 10 others being presented including papers from Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia 
and Thailand. 
 
With the theme of ”Towards Excellent Smart Islamic Sharing Libraries", the seminar aims to bring 
together librarians, scholars, experts and academics to share their experience and knowledge in the 
field of library management and collection services related to information in addition to creating a 
network of communication in the field. 
 
Objectives of RELIES seminar: 
• To promote best practices and innovative initiatives in the management of the library. 
• To enrich the talents and abilities of experts in Islamic information. 
• Strengthening library networks and information sharing between them. 
• Recognize trends and current issues related to the development of Islamic information. 
• To build a cooperative relationship in developing appropriate standards to improve the management 
of Islamic library. 
• To support USIM i-IQRA initiative which also aims to improve education about Islam regional and 
international level. 
 
Seminar sub-themes: 
• Management of Islamic library 
• Resource management and Islamic collection  
• Development of Islamic digital collections  
• Initiatives to develop reference and research services 
 
The resolution was presented by Jaimon Jasmin, Head of Library USIM, they were as follows: - 

 Libraries are recommended to highlight Islamic leaders in their libraries and collections to gather 
information about these figures. 

 Cooperation must exist between the libraries of Islam to better establish an Islamic collection. 

 Establish a special Islamic classification that can be used by libraries Islam. 

 To establish uniform guidelines with the involvement of various parties 

 Libraries and Librarians should act as ‘interlocutor’. 

 Continuing cooperation and working together. 
 
Paper on ‘Implementing A National Consortium Of Islamic Libraries In Brunei Darussalam: 
Opportunity and Challenges’ 
 
Dy Norhasinah  Haji Moksin, UNISSA Senior Librarian and Dy Amal Syukriyyah  Haji Abdul Kahar, 
UNISSA Librarian presented a paper on ”Implementing A National Consortium Of Islamic Libraries In 
Brunei Darussalam: Opportunity and Challenges" 
  
This paper is about the proposed establishment of a consortium of libraries of Islam in Brunei 
Darussalam, which aims to share resources of Islamic libraries to further improve the usage of these 
materials, promote and engage the collections and services offered by the libraries of Islam in Brunei 
Darussalam to a wider audience. It also aims to improve the quality of the Islamic collections, library 
services and management through the sharing of information and knowledge between the members of 
the consortium. go to page 8 
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SECOND REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON SCHOOL LIBRARIES IN ASEAN COUNTRIES 
 
 

 

A joint International Association of School Librarianship  workshop and the Department of Library 
Science and Information of Universitas Indonesia-Faculty of Humanities was held in Depok from 18 to 
19 October 2015. It was attended by delegates from Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, Philippines and Singapore.. 

Objectives 
1. to sustain the networking of school librarians in ASEAN countries 
2. to explore, learn and discuss and share from each other the best practices, knowledge and experience 

in developing school libraries  among ASEAN Countries. 
3. to foster opportunities to collaborate school libraries programs among ASEAN Countries. 
4. to create and sustain  a communication and networking platform for school librarians, LIS professionals, 

Ministries of Education, National Libraries, Library Associations, School Library Associations, 
Universities, other interested organizations and individuals among ASEAN Countries. 
 
Summary of the workshop 
Topics presented included School Library Development in ASEAN Countries, Communication Skills for 
School Librarians, Children’s Literature in ASEAN Countries, Developing School Librarianship 
Programme in ASEAN Countries, SLiMS (Senayan Library Management System), Developing School 
Library Association, How to Measure your School Libraries Services. 
 
Three members represented Brunei Darussalam Library Association where they presented a paper on 
Libraries and Reading activities in Brunei Schools giving an overview of the role of school libraries  
in reading promotion in urban and rural schools.  
 
A Report of the 2 nd workshop 2016 stated that school library development in ASEAN lies in the 
existence of a need for school librarianship in each country. School libraries in ASEAN are in different 
stages of development. Some countries have  successful and established school libraries while some 
have only basic facilities. The workshop stressed on the need for a strong leadership in school library 
development whether in the Ministry of Education, library associations or among the library and media  
educators. Especially crucial is the use of technology (SLIM Library Software) as was introduced by the 
National Library of Indonesia (INLISLITE). 
Go to page 9 
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From page 6 
 
The study was conducted to find out the status, features, and development of each Islamic library in the 
country. In addition to exploring the libraries’ views on the establishment of this Islamic Library 
Consortium, the researchers sought to identify the opportunity and challenges in the realization of the 
consortium and to come up with best practices for its implementation. 
 
The findings found that differences in the development of each libraries may be an issue in the 
implementation, additionally the internal issues faced by the Islamic libraries must be looked into and 
improved on before endeavoring in the consortium. However, the relationship between Islamic Libraries 
should be continued and strengthened to easily share information and experiences with one another in 
order to further develop the Islamic libraries in the country. 
 
This project will benefit the research community with an interest in Brunei Darussalam Islamic libraries 
and their management. 
 
Further reading can be accessed via their website: http://ddms.usim.edu.my/handle/123456789/12107 
 
Summary of the Seminar 
By participating in this kind of seminar can improve the knowledge and skills of UNISSA librarians  in 
library management, identify best practices and share suggestions in solving issues and problems faced 
by Islamic libraries, in addition to introducing UNISSA at a regional level. 
 
Additional impact to the Library of UNISSA: 

 To help improve the skills of UNISSA librarians in terms of research and writing  

 UNISSA to develop library services in support of academic research 

 To review the Classification System used in UNISSA Library 

 Further promote the work of Muslim intellectuals and scholars 

 To be informed on the latest situation and development in Islamic libraries throughout the 
region 

 
 
 

 
        
        
     

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Group photo with the GOH the Bursar of 
USIM (standing second from left) and 
USIM Head of Library (standing right) 

 

UNISSA Librarian being interviewed 

http://ddms.usim.edu.my/handle/123456789/12107
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MALAYSIAN LIBRARIANS SEEK COOPERATION WITH BRUNEI 

 

 BLA President Nellie Dato 

Paduka Hj Sunny (5th L), 
UNISSA Senior Librarian 
Norhasinah Hj Moksin (7th L) 
with visiting librarians from 
Malaysia posing for a group 
photo at UNISSA Library. 
Picture: BT/Sally Piri 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Law Librarians Group of Persatuan Pustakawan Malaysia (Librarians Association of Malaysia) 
have expressed interest to organise attachment training programmes for librarians with their Brunei 
counterparts. 
 
This was said by its head of delegation, Anna Kustyana Mukandar, who is also the head of Law Library 
at Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM). “We hope to see a closer cooperation between librarians 
from Brunei and Malaysia,” said Anna Kustyana during a visit to Universiti Islam Sultan Sharif Ali 
(UNISSA) library on 31 Oct 2016. 
 
“We welcome attachment training programmes for librarians from Brunei. InsyaAllah, we want to 
provide opportunity for our friends in Brunei to carry out attachment training programmes in UKM and 
other libraries (in Malaysia),” she added. 
 
Seventeen law librarians from Malaysia are on a three-day smart visit to the sultanate to get a closer 
look at managing library collections in Brunei, including a collection of law materials.  
 
Persatuan Pustakawan Malaysia has more than 60 years of establishment with various achievements. 
They were here in the sultanate as guests of the Brunei Darussalam Library Association (BLA) hoping 
this can further enhance cooperation between libraries in both countries. 
. 
 

From page 8 

BLA wishes to thank  IASL  for this  invaluable  opportunity for  Brunei  school  librarians and hope more 
will be able to attend in the future, to network with colleagues from ASEAN and learn of the latest and 
best practices which they can share and apply in their libraries upon their return.  
 
The workshop ended  with a Gala Dinner on 19 Oct 2016 at the National Library of Indonesia. 
 
The first  workshop 2015 was held in June in Bangkok and the third workshop 2017 will be in October 
hosted by Universiti Teknologi Mara (UiTM), Shah Alam, Malaysia in Kuala Lumpur. 
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MALAYSIA TO FOSTER EDUCATION 
OPPORTUNITIES WITH THE 2018 

WORLD LIBRARY AND 
INFORMATION CONGRESS 

 
 
 

 
With the Malaysian education sector rapidly gaining  international prominence as a global educational hub, the 
84th International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA) World Library and Information 
Congress (WLIC) will be held in Malaysia in 2018. The WLIC is a prestigious international flagship professional 
and trade event for the library and information services sector. 
  
 
The winning bid for the WLIC 2018 was led by the Librarians Association of Malaysia (PPM) and National Library 
of Malaysia (PNM) with strong support from the Malaysia Convention & Exhibition Bureau (MyCEB), an agency 
under the Ministry of Tourism and Culture Malaysia, the Malaysian Communications and Multimedia Commission 
(MCMC) and the Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre (KLCC). 
  
 
In a mission to uplift education standards and maximise Malaysia’s growth potential as a library hub, the five-day 
annual congress will be themed “Transform Societies, Transform Libraries”, and play a significant role in national 
development by giving rise to a platform built for knowledge to both families and communities. 
  
 
Malaysia’s national Key Performing Indicators, libraries and the focus towards building a knowledge economy are 
one of the areas which are expected to contribute towards the nation’s building blocks. The IFLA strategic initiatives 
and WLIC objectives are aligned with Malaysia’s 2020 vision, to establish a social well-being community that will 
raise the profile of Malaysia internationally. 
  
 
Delegates attending the WLIC 2018 will develop a learning culture, and be exposed to a platform that will enhance 
their knowledge capacity. With the conference expected to generate RM44.4 million in economic impact, Malaysia 
is expected to lead the way in creating opportunities in building an innovative and robust knowledge-based society 
in the region. This will allow each individual to be involved in the creative exchange of ideas with 4,000 leaders and 
experts from librarians to various ICT industry experts. 
  
 
The libraries in Malaysia are undergoing significant transformation, there is a strong need to be involved in 
knowledge-based activities. From developing digital libraries, upgrading professional competencies, undertaking 
innovative programmes and activities to embarking on community projects, the IFLA WLIC 2018 will be of utmost 
relevance in the digital age and result in the societal, cultural and economic growth of the nation towards 2020 and 
beyond. 
  
The IFLA WLIC 2018 conference will also see a launch of its customised logo incorporating the Petronas Twin 
Towers and the red Hibiscus Rosa Sinensis in the background. The Petronas Twin Towers is portrayed in the IFLA 
WLIC 2018 logo as an international icon which powerfully captures the nation’s ambition and aspiration to be a 
global player and is synonymous with Kuala Lumpur and Malaysia at large while the red petals symbolises the 
courage, life, and rapid growth of Malaysia as well as the political and economic stability of the country. 
  
 
“A rising trend among libraries and within PPM is to initiate a move from information-management activities to 
knowledge-management activities — moving from a passive role of ordering and loaning books to be directly 
involved in the knowledge-based activities of each organisations. Through IFLA WLIC 2018, we hope to transform 
societies through libraries and encourage a reading culture that will improve our nation’s literacy rate and provide 
access to information regardless of geographical boundaries,” said Puan Hajah Nafisah binti Ahmad, President of 
PPM who is also Director General of the National Library of Malaysia. 
  
 
“We are proud to be able to host the IFLA WLIC 2018 that will mark Malaysia as a turning point in pushing 
boundaries and catalysing new ideas in the form of education. The opportunity to meet the demands of the 
21st century innovation in technology and form a collaborative culture and unit will create more improved 
approaches towards learning. We are excited and look forward to stimulating knowledge-based activities for 
Malaysia and communities worldwide,” said Datuk Hj Ab. Ghaffar Bin A. Tambi, Secretary-General, Ministry of 
Tourism and Culture, Malaysia.    Source;  Persatuan Pustakawan Malaysia Press Release, 14 Dec 2016 
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NAMING OF MINDEF SURAUS 

To mark  Nabi Muhammad Sallallahu ‘Alaihi Wasallam birthday , the Ministry of Defense announced 
the naming of the surau under its ministry with effect from 12 December 2016. 
 
 
1. Surau Kementerian Pertahanan - دلَا فِّ  (AD-DIFA‘ - Pertahanan) عَل
2. Surau Berakas Garison - َا ْل َف ِلَ َز  (AL-FA’IZUN - Orang-orang Yang Berjaya) عل
3. Surau Tentera Laut Diraja Brunei -  ا َزهلفل  (AL-HUDA - Petunjuk) عل
4. Surau Tentera Udara Diraja Brunei - ا لل بل َزرل  (AL-BARAKAH - Berkat) عل
5. Surau Akademi Pertahanan ABDB - َع فل َدهل  (ASY-SYUHADA’ - Pejuang Ugama) عَل
6. Surau Penanjong Garison - ا لل َزكفلز  (AL-HIKMAH - Kebijaksanaan) عل
7. Surau 2Bn Tentera Darat Diraja Brunei - Surau Pengiran Ratna Indera (Nama DIKEKALKAN) 
8. Surau 3Bn Tentera Darat Diraja Brunei - ا لل كز بح  (AR-RAHMAH - Kerahmatan) عَل
9. Surau Bangar Camp - ا َح قل َز  (AL-QUWWAH - Kekuatan)   عل
10. Surau Special Force Regiment - ا َلل َدجل  (ASY-SYUJA‘AH - Keberanian)    عَل
 

 
HAPPENINGS 

 
1 Dec 2016 Launching of Magnum Bandar Seri Begawan. “Make-my-Magnum’  enables 

customers to design their own ice-cream by creating a unique flavour combination 

with up to three delicious toppings from the 18 ingredients made available 

3-18 December 2016 Eight members from KEMAS (Kelab Maxi Scooter, Kuala Belait)  participated in a 

16 day  ‘KEMAS 3 Nation – 5 Island Expedition 2016’, covering a distance 

of 5,100km   

5-7 Dec 2016 Advocating Life-Long Learning for an Aspiring Future (ALAF) programme  Ta’aruf 

Camp brought together 42 students from the 4th batch of ALAF for 2017. 

7 Dec 2016 Baiduri Bank received the fourth international banking award “Bank of the Year 

Award”   this year at the Banker’s 17thannual Bank of The Year awards presented 

on 7 December 2016 in  London. This is the eleventh time that the bank has 

received this particular award.  

10 Dec 2016 The National Service Programme (PKBN)’s 6 th and current intake of 359 youths 

is the largest number of participants to date. A total of 281 boys and 78 girls will 

undergo an extensive programme for the next 100 days. The first PKBN intake was 

in 2013 

11 Dec 2016 Dikir Maulud concluded 

12 Dec 2016 Prophet Mohamad’s birthday themed ‘Berwawasan Yang Berkat Dengan 

Bercontoh Kepada Rasulullah SAW. His Majesty led Maulidur Rasul procession in 

the capital. Some 12,207 people from 129 teams took part in the national-level 

gathering and procession for the Brunei-Muara District held at Taman Haji Sir Muda 

Omar ‘Ali Saifuddien 

12 Dec 2016 New route  system in place along Gadong market  

14 Dec 2016 Royal Brunei Airlines launches codeshare flight to Tokyo. Under the codeshare 

agreement with Hong Kong Airlines, signed 26 August  2016, Hong Kong Airlines’ 

customers are able to travel on RB’s daily flights between Hong Kong and Brunei. 

RB customers will be able to travel to Tokyo using RB and Hong Kong Airlines 

flights with a seamless transfer at Hong Kong. 

16 Dec 2017 Ghanim International Corp Sdn Bhd and Quantum Emas Korea signed  MOU to 

see Brunei Halal Food products put on store shelves  in ROK 

20 Dec 2016 The  Bank of China (Hong Kong) officially opened its branch in Brunei Darussalam 
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21  Dec 2016 TelBru Unlimited Plan to add more popular social media platforms in its efforts to 
provide the public with more options for accessing data. 
TelBru is looking at social media platforms such as Instagram and WhatsApp to be 
integrated with attractive plans in providing added-value service for the 
convenience of its customers. The company’s Facebook Unlimited Plan plan allows 
subscribers to have unlimited Facebook access for just $3 a month without incurring 
additional data charges. Customers can stay connected through the popular 
socialnetworking site with Apple’s iOS, Android or other smartphones and tablets, 
as well as devices that support the Facebook application. 

22 Dec 2016 86 youths comprising 49 males and 37 females received their certificates after 
completing a 6 month course from July 2016 under the Youth Development 
Programme. 

23 Dec 2016 152 male recruits of the Royal Brunei Armed Forces (RBAF) 157th intake 
concluded their Basic Military Training (BMT)  with a Passing Out Parade at the 
Training Institute 

23 Dec 2016 Autoriti Monetari Brunei Darussalam (AMBD) held a soft launching for the Collateral 
Registry System (CRS) 

23 Dec 2016 Ghanim International Corporation Sdn Bhd, Golden Tree Sdn Bhd and Pure Fresh 
International Holdings Limited herald the first shipment to the China market with the 
delivery of a container of Blue Shrimp Crackers under the bruneihalalfoods brand. 
The Blue Shrimp Crackers are locally produced by Merimin Sdn Bhd and are 
included in one of the many bruneihalalfoods product line-up that are manufactured 
in Brunei. 

23 Dec 2016 Brunei Fertiliser Industries established on 28 Oct 2013 is to produce ammonia and 
urea for domestic and export markets. BFI will develop and operate a 2,200 mtpd 
ammonia and 3,900 mtpd granular urea plant on a 55 hectare site at the Sungai 
Liang Industrial Park (SPARK) 

24 Dec 2016 The runway and taxiway of Brunei International Airport (BIA) are being upgraded to 
receive Boeing 747 and Airbus A380 aircraft 

24 Dec 2016 The construction of two new mosques – one in Kampong Kulapis in Brunei-Muara 
District built on a five-acre land using Waqaf funds and the other in Kampong 
Sengkarai in Tutong District built on a five-acre land with funds allocated by Brunei 
Islamic Religious Council.. 

24 Dec 2016 DCA marks International Civil Aviation Day 

25 Dec 2016 The Brunei Wushu delegation collected nine gold, four silver and five bronze 
medals at the 3rd Sarawak Invitational Wushu Championship among schools held 
in Miri, Sarawak. 

1 Jan 2017 New Year Holidays 

3 Jan  -16 March 2017 1 st school  term begins 

9 Jan 2017 Special Women’s Gathering to mark Maulidur Rasul 

21 Jan 2017-13 Jan 2018 Royal Brunei  (RB) to fly direct weekly  charter flights connecting Bandar Seri 

Begawan to Xi’an, China and vice versa. RB first commenced scheduled services 

to China with flights to Beijing in 1993, followed by Shanghai in 2002.  

 

17th CONSAL Conference“ Next Generation Libraries: Collaborate and Connect” 2018,   Myanmar 

 

84TH IFLA WLIC Conference  “Transform Societies, Transform Libraries’” 23-30 Aug 2018, Kuala Lumpur 

IASL Oct 2017 Malaysia, October 2018 Myanmar  
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