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DIRGAHAYU KEBAWAH DULI TUAN PATEK 

 

SELAMAT HARI RAYA AIDIL FITRI 

 

 

Calling all librarians and info professionals to join us in this exciting conference coming up in 
September. Want to know on how to become the best librarians? Mark this date in your 
calendar. 
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ASIAN FESTIVAL OF CHILDREN’S CONTENT (AFCC) 

 

The  ASIAN FESTIVAL OF CHILDREN’S CONTENT (AFCC) brings together content creators and 

producers with parents, teachers, librarians, and anyone interested in quality Asian content for children. 

With a mix of professional conferences, masterclasses and workshops, rights fair and media mart, and 

public events, AFCC is a unique and popular event right here in Asia that provides an opportunity for 

writers, illustrators, editors, publishers, agents, distributors, parents, children, teachers, and librarians to 

meet, learn, develop their craft, and discover business opportunities. 

 

AFCC night events were: 
 
AFCC Opening Ceremony and Award 
Presentation 
24 May 2016 | Tuesday |  7.00pm – 
9.00pm 
B1 Exhibition Area, Central Public 
Library, 100 Victoria Street, (S) 188064 
Dress Code: Smart Casual 
  

The evening opens with special guests and the presentation of two book 
awards: the Scholastic Asian Book Award, which awards the best unpublished 
middle-grade or young adult novel written by an Asian in Asia with $10,000 
SGD and a publishing deal with Scholastic Asia; and the Samsung KidsTime 
Authors’ Award, which awards up to 20 Grand Prize-winning picture books 
from ASEAN with $2,000 SGD and creation of mobile apps and e-books for the 
Samsung KidsTime app. 

Celebrating Our Stars 
25 May 2016 | Wednesday | 7.00pm – 
9.00pm 
The Pod, Level 16, National Library 
Building, 100 Victoria Street, (S) 188064 
Dress Code: Smart Casual or Traditional 
  

Celebrating Our Stars is a special evening event dedicated to AFCC authors, 
illustrators, publishers, distributors and publishing professionals. This year, 
AFCC features a review of children’s book publishing in Singapore, and the 
trends that have shaped and reshaped the children’s literary landscape in the 
island-nation and beyond. 
  

Children’s Literature Lecture 
27 May 2016 | Friday |6.30pm – 
7.30pm 
Possibility Room, Level 5, National 
Library Building, 100 Victoria Street, (S) 
188064 
  

What books are Japanese children reading? What books are Japanese writers 
and illustrators making? And where is Japanese children’s books publishing 
heading? Ms Yumiko Sakuma will give an overview and share her insight on 
Japanese children’s books today, and discuss the challenges and direction for 
the future. This lecture will be presented in English.  

ABOUT YUMIKO SAKUMA-Born in Tokyo, Yumiko Sakuma worked as an 
editor before becoming a freelance editor, translator, writer, and a professor 
of children’s literature. She has translated more than 200 children’s books 
into Japanese, and her work has received many awards including the Sankei 
Juvenile Literature Publishing Culture Award. She is also a researcher of 
African literature, and runs a project promoting African children’s books in 
Japan.   

Japan Night 
27 May 2016 | Friday |7.30pm-9.00pm 
Ocean Gallery, S.E.A. Aquarium, 
Resorts World Sentosa 
8 Sentosa Gateway, (S) 098269 

For the first time, the cultural night of AFCC will be held off-site, to celebrate 
Japan as the Country of Focus. Japan Night is a mix of music, literature, and 
cultural exchange, and the launch of collaborative works between Singapore 
and Japan, as the two countries celebrate 50 years of bilateral relations. 

Makan & Mingle 
27 May 2016 | Friday |7.30pm – 
9.00pm 
The Pod, Level 16, National Library 
Building, 100 Victoria Street, (S) 188064 

Makan and Mingle is a networking night intended for speakers and partners 
of the AFCC. It also serves as the farewell dinner for delegates of the Writers 
and Illustrators Conference.  

 

 

 

http://afcc.com.sg/2016/page/awards-2106
http://afcc.com.sg/2016/page/awards-2106
http://afcc.com.sg/2016/page/awards-2106
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AFCC BOARD OF ADVISORS MEETING 2016 

 

 
 

 
A BOA meeting chaired by Ms Claire Chang was held on Friday 27 May 2016 at the NLB. Members are 
from ASEAN, India, China and Australia and Japan. BLA is an AFCC partner and was represented by Pn 
Nellie, BLA President. 
 

Asian Festival Of Children’s Content 2016 with the country of focus Japan 
was held from 24-28 May 2016 at the National Library Building Singapore. It 
was organized by the Singapore National Book Development Council.  
 
AFCC 2017 will be from 24-28 May 2017. Country of focus is Indonesia.   

 

 

 

                

 

 

THANK YOU IFLA 

 
On behalf of BLA we wish to congratulate and thank IFLA BSLA for the exhilarating meeting and 

workshop in Manila, Philippines. It was a highly successful meet among BSLA project implementers  

across Asia & Oceania, Africa and the Latin Americas. We have met such wonderful, highly motivated 

librarians and were energized by their warmth and professionalism. We also thank IFLA President, IFLA 

SecGen, Officers and trainers for leading us through the many opportunities to move forward. 
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INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS AND INSTITUTIONS 
(IFLA) BUILDING STRONG LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS GLOBAL MEETING 

By Amal Syukriyyah Kahar, BLA EXCO member 

 
On Monday, 30 May 2016 two representatives from Brunei Darussalam Library Association (BLA) namely 
the president of BLA, Puan Nellie Dato Paduka Sunny and Exco member Dyg Amal Syukriyyah bte Hj 
Abd. Kahar participated in the IFLA Global Meeting on Building Strong Library Associations (BSLA) in 
Manila at the  invitation by the international organization. 
 
There were around 55 participants joining in this very first convening of the global meeting hailing from 
various countries all over the world; South America; Uruguay, Peru, Colombia, Brazil, Africa; South Africa, 
Botswana, Uganda, Senegal, Cameroon, Nigeria, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Swaziland, Ukraine, Asia; Sri 
Lanka, Micronesia, Palau, Myanmar, Malaysia, Singapore, Brunei Darussalam and host country the 
Philippines. 
 
The 4-day meeting was hosted by the Philippine Librarians Association Inc (PLAI) held at H20 Hotel in 
Luneta, Manila. 
 
Day 1 – 30 May 2016 
 
At the early half of the morning, the 
participants all gathered round in the meeting 
room on the ground level. 
 
First off was the introduction by the outgoing 
IFLA Secretary General Ms. Jennefer 
Nicholson. She touched upon achievements 
from BSLA initiatives and in spite of the 
diversity of Library Associations how all have 
the same interest in providing access to 
information for the betterment of society not for commercial gain. Newest addition is Qatar Library 
Association. Lastly she announced on retiring the post of Secretary General of IFLA effective 1 June 
2016. Mr. Gerald Leitner is the incoming Secretary General. 
 

Donna Scheeder 

Jennefer’s introduction was followed by the Keynote Speech from IFLA new 
President Donna Scheeder. She laid a lot of emphasis on ‘change’ whereby it is 
constant and happens faster than ever before, urges to lead our own change 
than to have changed imposed on us and to deal with the change successfully. 
On the same note, the importance on aligning association objectives with UN 
2030 sustainable development goals (SDGs). 
 
 

 

The Philippine Librarians Association Inc  (PLAI) also gave their 
welcoming speech, led by Elvira B Lapuz, President of PLAI. Go to 
page 5 

Jeneefer & PLAI members 
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Next Angela Bridgland, the meeting facilitator  explained objectives of the 
meeting, among others: 
 

 Review and celebrate the outcomes and impact of the programme 
and projects from 2013 onwards 

 Explore the roles of library associations, including their similarities 
and differences 

 Support networking between associations and activities to support 
continued collaboration after participating in BSLA 

 Define what makes an association a success 

 Examine factors that will ensure the sustainability/long-term viability of 
associations 

 Raise awareness about trends and factors that will influence the role of 
associations and potential for advocacy in the future 

 Review the programme over its lifespan to develop a future strategy and 
linkages with other IFLA programmes 

 
Then the activities started at around 11am. First activity was an icebreaker by identifying Strengths 
Weaknesses Opportunities Threats (SWOT) from each association. Participants were grouped into each 
table and discussed among themselves. Each library associations from each country wrote down what 
they thought were their strengths on to blue post-its, weaknesses into pink post-its, opportunities into 
green post-its and threats into yellow post-its. 
 

  
 
In the late afternoon, the groups had  further discussions on the role of library associations; their 
similarities and differences in values. This was a brainstorming activity on cross regional association 
values, similarities and differences. 
 
Notable important values to have in LACs: 
 
Collaboration 
Teamwork 
Commitment 
Innovativeness 
Integrity 
Good leadership 
Constant improvement 
Openness and transparency 
 

Empowering others 
Professionalism 
Accountability 
Respectfulness 
Inclusiveness 
Ethical 
Sustainable 
 

 
 
The activity was followed by discussions around opportunities for collaboration. Go to page 7 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO BRUNEI WINNING AUTHORS 

 
 

BLA congratulates two Bruneian winners of the SAMSUNG KIDSTIME AUTHOR AWARD 2016 

presented on 24 May 2016 at AFCC 2016 in Singapore. 

 
 
 

Grand Prize 
The New King Of Fruits  

By Pg  Khamarul Zaman Bin Pg Hj Tajuddin 
 

The Crazy Firefly  
By Mohammad Faiz Bin  Haji Morshidi 

 
 

 
SAMSUNG KIDSTIME AUTHOR AWARD 2016 

 
The Samsung KidsTime Authors' Award (SKTAA) is a joint initiative between the National Book 
Development Council of Singapore (NBDCS) and Samsung Electronics. This award seeks to turn both 
published and unpublished picture books from ASEAN into digital apps for the Samsung KidsTime 
platform, so that local and regional content in its native language can reach a much wider audience. 

OBJECTIVES:  

 To recognise excellent picture books in the ASEAN region in their native languages 

 To showcase the diversity of writing and illustrating talent within ASEAN on a mibile platform 

 To encourage and inspire more Asian-themed books and stories 
For more information, please visit www.samsungkidstime.com/awards.php. 

 
 

STANDARDS REFERENCE LIBRARY 
 
The National Standards Centre has opened a standards reference library to the public since 14 June 
2016. It maintains a collection of standards from Brunei Darussalam, United Kingdom, Malaysia, 
Singapore, Philippines  and ISO for use by operators in business, services, manufacturing, imports and 
exports in Brunei Darussalam. Opening hours: Mondays to Thurs-8am-12pm, 2-3pm. Saturdays 8-10am 
 
The National Standards Centre is to facilitate and regulate in areas of standards conformance and 
maintains books on quality management and food safety. It sells  standards and promotes and 
disseminates information that are currently being developed and adopted by the Technical Committees, 
consumers, government and private sectors. 
 

Contact 
National Standards Centre under The Energy And Industry Department,  

PMO at B19, Spg 32-15 kg Anggerek Desa BB8810. Tel. 2334192 
 
 

http://www.samsungkidstime.com/awards.php
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From page 5 
Every day of the workshop after activities had finished wrapping ups,  were the presentations from 
different associations present. The first day presentations were from Botswana, Peru and Ukraine. 
 
 
Group photo 

 
Day 2 – 31 May 2016 

The second day started with reviewing learning outcomes of day 1 and introducing the day 2 learning 
outcomes. 
 
The topic for day 2 was on Sustainability. 
 
The first activity was a poster session whereby participants were split into groups and each group had to 
go through 7 topics hosted by each trainer for 10 minutes each. 
 
Trainer Michael Robinson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Sound governance and organizational structure by Dr Mike Robinson (Australian trainer). 

 Engagement of members and stakeholders by Ana Maria TalaveraIbarra & Adriana Betencur 
(South American trainers)  

 Leadership and the association as leader by Rashidah Begum Fazal Mohamed (Malaysian 
trainer)  

 The right people, who are supported and motivated in their work by Dr Premila Gamage (Sri 
Lankan trainer). 

 Sound financial management by Dr Gill Hallam (Australian trainer) 

 Evaluation and continuous improvement by Winnie Vitzansky (trainer from Denmark) on the 
importance of compilation of data and using it. 

 Responsiveness to changes in the environment by Mandiaye Ndiaye (trainer from Senegal). 
Go to page 8 
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From page 7 
                       Trainer Mndiaye Ndiaye 

Later on discussion centered on Sustainability plans where associations 
discussed and used the sustainability template provided to align with UN 2030 
SDGs. 
 
Key sustainability issues affecting library associations are as follows: 

 Retention and recruitment 

 Succession Planning 

 Financial Management 

 Collaboration and partnerships 

 Governance 
 
 
In the afternoon was a discussion on Partnerships in support of sustainability. Each group talked about 
partnerships, alliances and coalitions formed by each their library associations and then a representative  
presented the findings of each group. 
 
Brunei is working on a partnership with the Civil Service Institute to conduct library training courses for 
newly inducted librarians working in the government service. 
 
The day finished off with presentations from 5 Library Associations; Colombia, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Qatar 
and Uganda. 

 
On 31 May 2016 an IFLA Fellowship Dinner in memory of late Atty Antonio 
Santos, former Director of National Library Philippines, hosted by IFLA, PLAI, 
NCCA and the National Library  was held and presided over by Ms. Yolanda 
Jacinto, Officer in Charge of National Library Philippines. To receive the IFLA 
Medal Award from Donna was  Mr. Niko Santos.  

  
       Day 3 – 1 June 2016 

 
Day 3 focus was on Advocacy and key concepts such as advocacy roles in the association, topics to 
advocate and challenges. 
 
Advocacy is a key that library associations need to harness, some of the rationale are to improve 
understanding the role of libraries, an advantage that other associations including library associations 
need to utilize, to affect change and to establish credibility, among 
others. 
 
The activity involved the associations discussing the relevant topics to 
be advocated such as undervaluement of librarians. 
 
Library associations need to be aware of pitfalls such as failing to 
understand the view of stakeholders in conducting an advocacy 
campaign and barriers such as inadequate resourcing, among others. 
 
The next activity was filling out  the advocacy plan template provided by IFLA.  
By demonstrating the contribution libraries make with SDGs, libraries can partner with the government 
and other agencies to implement national strategies that benefit library users at large. 
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The last activity was on the topic of Key global advocacy challenges and the role of associations in 
helping to solve them. Involved a further discussion for each library association on how they prioritize key 
issues and how important was each of them. Go to page 9 
 
From page 8 
 
The day ended with more association presentations from 4 countries; Indonesia, CONSAL Leadership 
(Brunei), Zambia and Zimbabwe. 
 
Mr Ian Yap, Regional Manager IFLA ROAS on behalf of Brunei 
presented the report on the successful IFLA Workshop on 
Leadership for Promising Young Leaders of ASEAN held in 
June 2015 in Bangkok. The  Brunei country presentation by 
Amal Syukriyyah touched upon the 4 part ELP (Emerging 
Leaders Program) held on 10 May 2016 a fusion of the BSLA 
Leadership workshop in Bangkok,  organized for EXCO leaders 
of Brunei Darussalam Library Association. This is a follow-up 
activity from the successful Bangkok Leadership Workshop. 
 
Day 4 - 2 June 2016 
 
The last day of the meeting started off with 3 association presentations. The first from French speaking 
African (Francophone) countries Senegal, Cameroon, then PIALA (Pacific Islands Association of 
Libraries, Archives, and Museums) of countries Micronesia, Palau and others and lastly from Swaziland. 
 
The last activity for the meeting on the topic of ‘Impact of BSLA and the next steps’ were discussions on 
important issues to advocate, such as: 

 Librarian’s role 

 Being change agents 

 Quality training 

 Alignment with SDGs 

 Competencies and being professional 

 Networking  

 Collaboration 
 
Other points raised among the participants were the importance of a communication channel as a 
platform for all library associations to connect with each other and network and form a support group. 
Another was the suggestion of availability of a poster-size SDGs. 
 
Concluding Session 
This was followed by  Mr. David Streatfield, Consultant who   presented his findings from the evaluation 
and the impact interviews. Learning from each other was something that was voiced out. 
 
Ms. Fiona Bradley, Development Programs Manager, reviewed the meeting outcomes. 
 
Lastly, IFLA Secretary General Mr. Gerald Leitner gave a speech about ‘BSLA and vision for 
associations’. 
 
The concluding event of the meeting was the presentations of certificates to participants and speech by 
Mr. Victor Okojie from Nigeria on behalf of the participants. 
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LIBRARY CLUB IBTE  SVNR CAMPUS 
By Masnunah Hj Mohd Yassin, Library IBTE SVNR Campus 

 
The library at IBTE SVNR Campus first introduced the Library Club in 
January 2016. The Library Club is a result of the idea conceptualised by 
the Chief Librarian Awang Azaman bin Menuddin.   
Its aims are :- 
 

 To nurture and train the younger generation to live in organisationss and to adhere to all rules 
and instructions. 

 To develop self esteem and personality amongst the young who have the will power, vision, 
commitment and competitiveness in all aspects and to constantly  use libraries to pursue and 
acquire knowledge  

 To give personal physical and spiritual awareness in collective support of the Malay Islamic 
Monarchy ideology 

 To strengthen cordial friendship between the library Club Members and staff of IBTE SVNR 
Campus 

 To familiarize the Library Club members with beneficial activities that can give knowledge and 
nuture active minds and health through activities planned for within and outside th library 

 To realise  libraries are not only places to increase knowledge but can produce youths who are 
active and can participate in recreational activities  

 
A total of 18 members made of 14 students and 4 staff have registered. The activities are held during 
ECA on every Wednesdays from 3pm to 4.15pm. 
 
Now in its 4 th month of operation, the library staff have conducted: 

1. Know your Bahasa Brunei Quiz 
2. Board games 
3. painting National Day Posters. 
4. Designing Library Club Logo 
5. Visit to Brunei Book Fair 
6. Give us a clue  

 
On 28 April 2016, the Chief Librarian as Chair gave away library buttons to the creators of the Library 
Club logo. 
 
Bahasa Melayu Quiz 

 

 

 

  

Painting National Day Poster. Go to page 11 
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From page 10 

Board Games  

 

 

 

 

Visit to UTB Book Fair  

  

 

 

 

Presentation of buttons to members 

 

Give Us A Clue 

    

 

HAPPENINGS 

1 June 2016 Radisson Hotel  marked  6 th anniversary 

2 June2016 Jalan Babu Raja flyover opened 

2 June 2016 300 samples of reptiles and amphibians samples collected through a 10 day joint research 
carried out by the US-based James Madison University and the UBD 

2 June 2016 UBD conducted study on teen pregnancy 

3 June 2016 Progressif awarded Best Brand Campaign and Project of the Year Award at the Asia 
Communications Awards 2016 in Singapore 

3 June 2016 MOH joined the Leading Health Systems Network in a move to improve Brunei healthcare 
system 

Go to page 12 
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From page 11 

HAPPENINGS 

6 June 2016 Brunei to host 2
nd

 Asia Pacific Rainforest Summit from 3-5  August  on Biodiversity 
Integration: Towards a Green Economy; reducing biodiversity Loss from Illegal Logging 
and Sustainable Climate Finance  

7 June 2016 Start of Ramadan 

7 June 2016 1,000 packets of 1 kg Laila Rice handed to the public by Abdul Razak Holdings Group of 
Hotels 

9 June 2016 The Brunei Darussalam BIMP EAGA Business Council is planninga BIMP EAGA Fruit 
Festival In August 2016 

9 June 2016 Brunei Hall London marked 41 st anniversary 

10 June 2016 UBD admitted 23 students in its 1st intake of Pharmacy programme 

10 June 2016 Brunei recorded highest temperature in April and May 

14 June 2016 Over  $500,000 of the National Orphans Fund were distributed to 5,126 registered orphans  

14 June 2016 UBD remained top of ranking for student mobility in the 2016 Asian Quacquarelli Symands 
University Rankings 

14 June 2016 Standards reference library on quality management and food safety books at National 
Standards Centre under The Energy And Industry Department, PMO at B19, spg 32-15 kg 
Anggerek Desa BB8810 

15 June 2016 144 IBTE instructors completed 4 day workshop 9-12 May 2016, on professional 
development for technology enriched instruction for 21 st century skills development in 
TVET to impact teaching and learning 

17 June 2016  Ten Wushu Federation of Brunei Darussalam members left to attend the Taiji Beijing 
International Health Building Exchange at Beijing University,  China 

19 June 2016 Royal Brunei introduced new in-flight entertainment option RB Impian: Cloud streaming in 
the skies 

20 June 2016 Yayasan Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Khatam Al-Quran ceremony 

20 June 2016 over 5,000 boat licenses issued by the Marine Department 

20 June 2016 Women Entrepreneurs’ Day  in conjunction with Women Business Council-Brunei 
Darussalam  16

TH
 Anniversary  

21 June 2016 Two NGOs  under  Project Habitat are working with the Brunei Heart of Borneo project to 
implement reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation this year by 
introducing new tree adoption programme  

21 June 2016 Defense Science and Technology Policy Framework launched by Ministry of Defense 

21 June 2016 133 completed their courses  at the Youth Development Centre 

22 June 2016 SOAS College and Alumni Class of 64 donated to orphaned students at Khatam Al-Quran 
Ceremony 

22 June 2016 Revelation of the Quran 

24 June 2016 Royal Brunei Air Force marked its 50
th
 anniversary 

24 June 2016 TelBru launched www.telbru.com/techcare to address clients’technical queries 

25 June 2016 Brunei Darussalam Fencing Federation Launched its website www.bruneifencing.org. 

27-30 June 2016 Brunei Islamic Fashion Ramadan Bazaar 

28 June 2016 Opening of Telisai Lumut Highway 

1 July 2016 WBC presented WBC Food Bags of 16 selected items to 50 disadvantaged families under 
its Projek Infaq WBC in collaboration with the Bodyshop 

 

 

17
th

 CONSAL Conference, 2018, Myanmar 
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