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BLA 30th Anniversary Celebrations, 11 March 2016 

MAJLIS DOA KESYUKURAN 

The 11 March 2016 is an auspicious day as we mark BLA’s 30th anniversary. A Thanks Giving 

event and mass prayers was held on Thursday 10 March 2016 at the Seri Suri Begawan Raja 

Pengiran Anak Damit Mosque in Kg Madang. Dato Paduka Dr Hj Affendy, Permanent Secretary 

at the Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports was the Chief Guest. It was attended by 100 BLA 

members, librarians and guests. 
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BLA EXCO MEETINGS 

BLA meetings were held on 25 Feb 2016, 2 March 2016 and on 7 March 2016 to finalise 

preparations for Thanksgiving Event. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

MEETING WITH THE BRUNEI NATIONAL ACCREDITATION COUNCIL 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BLA made a presentation on 25 February 2016 on its proposed Library courses utilising the 
minimum 100 hours training to the BNAC at its office on 2nd Floor Block B of the Ministry of 
Education. BLA was represented by Pn Nellie and Hjh Pusparaini while BNAC was represented 
by Cg Hj Adinin and his officers. 
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LIBRARY VISIT REPORTS 
 

On 16 to 20 February a delegation of 30 Brunei Darussalam Library Association members led 
by Pn Nellie DPH Sunny, BLA President visited various libraries in Bangkok at the invitation of 
the Thai Library Association. The following are reports by members on the visits.  
 
 

THAI LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

By Nor Rahidah Haji Abdul Ghani, Islamic Dakwah Centre 

 

On 17 February 2016, the Brunei Darussalam 
Library Association visited the Thai Library 
Association Office at the 1346 Akarnsongkraw 
Road 5, Klongchan, Bangkapi, Bangkok 1240.  
We were accompanied by Dr. Prachark 
Wattananusit, International Relations, who 
introduced us to the President of Thai Library 
Association Prof. Khunying Maenmas Chavalit 
and also members of the Thai Library 
Association. 
 
During our visit we were given brief account of 
the history of Thai Library Association, where it 

is the only one library association in Thailand. TLA was formed about 60 years ago by a group 
of Thai Librarians who attended library science courses at Chulalongkorn University under the 
Fulbright program starting in 1950-1952 let by Ms.( Professor) Sutthilak Amphanwong 
 

 
 

Although some names changed, this group of librarians let by Professor Khunying) Maenmas 
Chavalit had constantly guided the development of library science education, libraries and 
related activities in Thailand .On 11 Oct 1954 TLA was registered. Day by day, the Thais 
recognised the existence of the Association, library science education and library services in the 
country. At present the TLA is governed by an Executive Committee of 25 members led by a 
President who are elected to hold the office two years. TLA sections are: Professional 
Development and training, Library Standard, T.L.A Bulletin, International Relations, Customer 
Relations, Fund Raising, Membership, Research and Development and Hospitality. Apart from 
these are group of librarians namely: the National Library Group, Special Library Group, School 
Library Group, Public Library Group, Library and Information Instructor Group, International 
Librarian and Information Specialist Group and Vocational Education Library Group. Go to page 
4 
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From page 3 
Ms Amal Syukriyah binti Hj Abd Kahar from BLA gave a brief presentation on Brunei library 
development.  
 
This visit gave us the opportunity to learn new experiences, to share and improve our 
knowledge on the purpose of library associations. More importantly, we as a librarian from two 
different countries Brunei and Thailand are able to keep our relationships stronger and healthier. 

 
 

OFFICE OF ACADEMIC RESOURCES, CHULALONGKORN UNIVERSITY 
By Amalina binti Haji Ahmad, Assistant Library Officer I, Universiti Brunei Darussalam 

 

A group of 30 members from the Brunei Darussalam 

Library Association visited the office of Academic 

Resources, Chulalongkorn University as part of our visit 

programme to Bangkok from 16 to 20 February 2016.  

 

The main objective of this visit was to take closer and 

exchange knowledge experience in between the two 

countries.  

 

The  Office of Academic Resources was established 

as the first school of civil servants, which has been 

designated as the Civil Service University Library then 

renamed as the Central Library and was to be under 

the Faculty of Arts. 

 

It is also a 

knowledge bank 

which is 

responsible for providing and developing information 

resources. It has developed the management of services in 

different forms of proactive services through the use of 

innovations and modern technology. It also provides a very 

conducive learning area to enhance users in doing their 

activities. 

 

The Office of Academic Resources is well equipped 

with information sources that are valuable and 

beneficial for the users and researchers. 

 

Lastly, as one of the delegates would like to take this 

opportunity to thank the Brunei Darussalam Library 

Association for this educational study tour to Bangkok. 

By joining the visit, we all received its benefit, new 

knowledge and experience to our profession as Librarians.  
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TK PARK 

By Roziah Ali, IBTE Wasan Campus 

 

About 20 peoples from BLA had visited TK Park 

which accompanied by TLA committee. The TK Park 

is a more than a concept; it is the prototype for the 

modern library.  

It is located on the eighth floor of Central World, it 

features over 1,500 square meters of Thai and 

English books, magazines, journals, e-learning and 

creative games. 

The library section comprises seven zones, from the 

communal reading section, Reading Park and Mediatheque, to a reading quarter for children 

that is set up to provide an appropriate learning environment to suit their active nature. There is 

also a Quiet Room for those seeking to read and study in a tranquil atmosphere, a coffee 

corner, along with libraries for specific interests such as music and IT for anyone in search of 

audio or technological material and knowledge. The last zone in this category is the Mind Room, 

the latest learning space focusing on creative productivity that allows youngsters' imagination to 

be stirred and ideas to be shared in accordance with the theory of the creative economy, which 

approaches the arts as a business.  

There were 7,000 books, 700 magazines, 200 

streamed videos and another 300 audio books. 

Users can all so read e-books from Over Drive, the 

famous online library, 2ebook and also read news 

and magazines at Press Reader. The system can 

accommodate all formats of personal computers, 

notebooks and smartphones. 

TK Park is a space where the youth can share ideas 

and aspirations based on real life in the hope of leading them onto the path of self-discovery 

according to their own dreams and aptitudes.  

TK Park are always flooded with people of all 

ages on any given day, who have either 

come to utilize the cutting edge resources for 

some heavy studying, or just simply take a 

break from a hectic shopping spree. Thailand 

Knowledge Park is open from 10am to 8pm, 

every day except Mondays. Admission is 20 

baht.  

 

 



Wadah Perpustakaan Bil.4, April 2016 Page 6 
 

NATIONAL LIBRARY OF THAILAND 

By Amal Syukuriyyah Hj Abd Kahar,  

Universiti Islam Sultan Sharif Ali 

 

On 17th February marked the first library of our study visit in 
Bangkok. First off was the National Library of Thailand.  
 
The library was in renovation to make way for the New National 
Digital Library which will finish construction next year.  
 
We were accompanied to the meeting room to view the National 

Library of Thailand corporate video. The video showed the 

establishment and the history of the library. 100 years ago in 1905, three libraries, the Mandira 

Dharma Library, the Vajirayanana Library, and the Buddhasasana Sangaha Library, were 

combined at the command of King Chulalongkorn and renamed the "Vajirayanana Library for 

the Capital City" and remained under royal rule since that date. In 1933, after democratic 

reforms, the Fine Arts Department was established and assumed administration of the 

Vajirayanana Library by royal degree and was subsequently renamed the "National Library". In 

1966, the National Library was relocated to Samsen Road in Bangkok and is now administered 

by the Ministry of Culture. The library collections and the main processes undergoing in the 

library were also mentioned in the video. 

 

The National Library possesses the largest collection in Thailand. It is the Centre of knowledge 

educational service, different kinds of research, past and presents information, as well as a 

centre for modern information technology and resources in Thailand. It aims to reflect the 

wisdom of recording knowledge of Thai ancestors and the people. It holds manuscripts, palm 

leaves, ancient inscriptions, Thailand and International Collections. Additionally it collects theses 

from universities, articles, journals, magazines, newspapers and visual, audio materials as well 

as electronic media totaling 1 million collections. It is classified by the Dewey Decimal 

Classification. 

The National Library of Thailand is an ISBN, ISSN 

& CIP national agency. 

The library also preserves damaged documents 

with the help of their books experts, into microfilm 

or digital information. 

Their collections among others:  

1. King Rama the 9th commemorative library 

2. King Rama the 9th Music Library  

3. The Princess Music library 

4. Chinese information resources 

5. Korean information resources 

6. King Vajiravuth memorial hall for his works, publications and also waxworks 

7. Royal exhibition of King Rama the 6th      Go to page 13 
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BLA 30TH ANNIVERSARY THANKSGIVING DOA 
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Borneo Bulletin, Friday 11 Mar 2016 
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From page 6 

The Library also organizes and promotes reading in several occasions for the children and 

general public such as Children Day and exhibitions for the Thai language. 

After the introductions, Ms Kanok-on Sakdadate, 

the Director of National Thailand Library 

welcomed us and in exchange Hjh Pusparaini bte 

Hj Thani conveyed her appreciation on behalf of 

BLA followed by an exchange of tokens and a 

group photo. 

The delegation started on the library tour. 

 

Manuscript Collection, where manuscripts and 

ancient texts and documents are being preserved. 

Then we moved on to the Rare Books Collections. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Next was to the research and thesis collection. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

It contains theses, research papers and other 

books mentioned previously, namely International 

Collections such as Chinese and Korean 

Information resources. The area also offers 

facilities such as PC usage and wifi service. 

Go to page 14 

A giant prop of a rare book 

A cabinet housing many 
ancient and old articles and 

items 

Entrance to the area 
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From page 13 

Afterwards the delegation headed to the ISBN and ISSN Centre. 

The area is also where the acquisitions and cataloging processes takes place. At the left side is 
the Acquisitions area and we could see deposits of 5 copies of every one of book in Thailand 
under legal deposit are being processed. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

TRIAMUDOM SUKSA NOMKLAO SCHOOL LIBRARY 
By Hamiza Diyana binti Awang Hamidoon, Mindef Library 7 Info Centre 

Introduction 

Some key-points on the School Library: 

 1983 - Established by the first school director, 
Mr. Assawin Wanwinwet 
 1984 - Moved to a temporary building 1996 - 
Selected as the Chalermprakiat and an Honourable 
library     Go to page 15 
 

On the right is where cataloguing work is done Piles of books ready to be catalogued 
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From page 14 

 
 2015 - Renovated and renamed as T.U.N Modern Library. 
 8th January 2016 - T.U.N Modern Library was 

officially opened and operational. 
 

Some of its Prestige: 

 1997 - Won the first prize in Librarian Project 
 2003 - Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri 

Sirindhorn officially opened Information Technology 
Library 

 2010 - First prize in Travel Around Thailand Activity 
 2012 - Won silver prize in the library quality 
 

Welcome by the School 

On the afternoon of 7 Feb 2016, BLA delegation 

visited one of the most prestigious Secondary Schools 

in Bangkok, the Triamudom Suksanoklao School. 

It is located in the Dusit District and our arrival was 

welcomed with a Thai traditional dance, performed by 

the beautiful students of the school.  

The parade went on 

with a heart-

warming Welcoming Speech by one of the students and then 

we had a group photo session.  

After the group photo, we preceded to the registration corner, 

welcomed by a male student dressed in Baju Cara Melayu. 

We were ushered into a Conference room, where the School 

Director hosted the briefing session translated in both Thai 

and English by two of the school teachers. 

During the briefing, they presented us with a video of the 

school highlighting the academic, the infrastructure, the 

curriculum and other matters involving the school. We were 

lucky to be served with varieties of Thai’s desserts and local 

fruits. 

Go to page 16 
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From page 15 

School Library 

After the briefing, we went to the Library which was located in the second floor ushered by the 

students themselves.  

We first entered the Multimedia Room which compromised of Computer section, Multimedia 

Room and various types of books and other reading materials. These facilities and services can 

be used by the students for knowledge gain and educational support. The room itself is quite 

small but the facilities are strategically placed so the users are able to utilize them efficiently.  

Following the Multimedia Room is the new library and I believe our committee was really 

impressed with the environment and how the library is situated. The concept of the library is 

modern, creative and sustainable; the walls are actually created by one of the students who 

used to go the school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The library has various sections and each was designed in a 

vibrant and dynamic manner. The sections are not limited to 

the Borrow and Return Service, e-Library, Children’s corner, 

ASEAN section, Multimedia Room, 

Sitting area, Thai King’s section and 

the Book Shelves. There are also 

other various partitions that could 

interest the library users example the ICT corner that grasped the 

hologram technology, developed by the school’s students. 

The school encourages the AR technologies to be a part of their 

academic; there are various PC and tablets prepared for the users for 

this purpose. While we were in the library, the students in every section were eager to present 

us with the items that they are using in the library to gain extra knowledge. Example, one 

student was at one of the PC(s) dedicated for the AR, he would introduced himself first then 

showed us how to use the AR technology and then he explained how it has helped him to learn 

the particular subject and gained so much more from the application. Go to page 17 
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From page 16 

Conclusion 

After a few gift exchanges with the Director and the BLA President and other BLA members, the 

educational and memorable visit came to a halt. The warm library will forever leave footprint in 

our hearts for its interesting approach to provide knowledge for the students and we surely 

learned a few things that would help our libraries in Brunei 

Darussalam. 

When we first entered the School, we could feel the warm 

welcome that Thailand herself has given to us. We could see 

how education has tied their country together despite of the 

religious differences. They are so 

bounded that Thai language is 

used everywhere; they translated international books from 

Harry Potter series to Steve Jobs biography. All of these were 

done to encourage their society to acquire knowledge and use 

creativity to add value to the knowledge gained.  

This library has certainly succeeded in grasping the role of 

information provider at this modern era at its best. It captures 

the true concept of innovation and timeless library as it keeps 

moving and changing according to the age of time. 

Recommendation 

The Thai society is dedicated 

to nurture their future 

generations with the love of reading and thus, the library is 

fashioned to be educational and enjoyable, i.e. Edutainment. 

For the record, one of the teachers was a retiree and she 

was present only to volunteer for the school.  

We see efforts, pure dedication and passion to bring the 

library to its feet. With a 

full-support, I believe 

Brunei Darussalam, 

with its resources, can 

also establish 

Information Centers and 

Libraries as such. And 

with the right mind-set and leadership, we can also take it 

to another level. 
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HAPPENINGS 

 

28 Feb 2016 Royal Brunei Police Force Golf Tournament to mark its 95 th anniversary 

1 March 2016 TAIB collected $4m Zakat 

1 March 2016 DBP Brunei received revised Preservation Books Act 

4 March 2016 TelBru launched WiFi service 

5 March 2016 
Ministry of Development launched Brunei Accreditation Green Unified Seal 
(BAGUS) as a green tool to assess the sustainability (energy efficient)  of 
non residential buildings 

5 March 2016 Opening of 12 th State Legislative Council Meeting 

5 March 2016 
5 Cabinet Ministers sworn in as ex officio members of the State Legislative 
Council 

5-6 March 2016 11 th Belait Travel Fair 

5-7 March 2016 ISB 12th Borneo Global Issues Conference 

6 March 2016 
Brunei Darussalam experiencing below normal rainfall this March with strong 
El Nino conditions 

8 March 2016 ASEAN Day 

9 March 2016 A total eclipse of the moon shaded the sun 

9 March 2016 
Business registration benefit online vendors allowing them to join DARe 
Programmes 

11 March 2016 
286 trainees from 5th intake Brunei National Service Programme attended a 
Khatam Al-Quran ceremony 

12 March 2016 
2,646 civil servants in Division III and below took in-service training from 
2006-2015 

12 March 2016 Bagnetworks to unveil business management suite 

12 March 2016 
Food importers can soon register their products online via e-Darussalam 
portal  

13 March 2016 

The Traditional Herbal Research Centre of the Ministry of Primary 
Resources and Tourism is compiling a database of all traditional herbs in 
Brunei. Once the database is ready, potential SMEs and entrepreneurs will 
be able to facilitate the growth of the herbal industry in the making of  
supplements and pharmaceutical drugs derived from plants 

14 March 2016 100 patents filed with BruIPO in 2015 

14 March 2016 
PenBorneo launched its first History Research and essay writing Workshop 
for 18 secondary and 10  pre-university students 

AFCC 2016.Country of Focus Japan 

26-29 May 2016, NLB Building, Singapore 

 

17th CONSAL Conference, 2018, Myanmar 

SUDAHKAH AWDA MENJADI AHLI BLA? 
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