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FOCAL 3 

 

 
 
 

FOCAL 3, chaired by Pn Nellie, BLA President was held on 25 June 2015 at Meeting Room, 3rd  
Floor, ITB Library. It was attended by heads of libraries. 
 

 The meeting began with a sharing session by members who have returned from attending 
CONSAL 16 from 11-13 in Bangkok, Thailand.  They shared project updates on IFLA BSLA 
Workshop on Leadership for young promising librarians to build strong library association in 
ASEAN countries, INELI-ASEAN, IFLA ASEAN Integration: mobility of librarians and IASL on 
School library development in ASEAN Countries. 

 
 The Meeting focused on emerging issues affecting quality library services such as leadership 

training, library skills competencies and collaboration. FOCAL was formed in October 2013. 
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BRAIN STORMING SESSION 

 
 

A brainstorming session was held on 30 June 2015 at 
Class of 64 Library. The meeting was to review Brunei 
library qualifications framework in light of the ASEAN  
Integration: mobility of librarians and skills/competency  
Training for non professional library staff. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

CONSAL PRE DEPATURE AND THANKSGIVING PRAYERS 

 
Brunei Darussalam librarians travelling to Bangkok for 
CONSAL 16, gathered at the Mosalla, Institut Tahfiz Al-
Quran Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah for a Tahlil and 
Thanks Giving prayers on Friday 5 June 2015.  The doa 
was led by Ust. Md Tsuufiy Haji Abd Wahab. 
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      MORE PHOTOS FROM CONSAL 16 ALBUM 
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TK PARK: A WHOLE NEW PERSPECTIVE 
By Muhamad Hafizuddin Abu Hasrah 

Thailand Knowledge Park or fondly known as TK Park by the locals, is located on the 8
th
 floor of Central 

World a huge shopping complex It was established in 2005 according to the Thai Cabinets’ Resolution to 

build a creative learning environment, which is easy to access in order to cultivate reading and self-

learning habits and build leaning space that more than just a library. It considered being state of the art 

for Centre of knowledge and learning, whereby it has a multimedia library which helps to encourage 

reading and learning habits in children.  

A truly multimedia space, the 'park' includes a Learning 

Auditorium, TK Inspiration Box, Virtual Reality, Mini Theatres, 

two IT Workshops, IT Library and Cafe-, TK Music Library, 

Quiet Room, Children's Room, Reading Park, Coffee Bar and 

an Open Square where people can express ideas, experiment 

and share knowledge. The premise at TK Park is to provide an 

innovative learning environment for the children of Thailand, 

also a safe haven for all walks of life who wish to enjoy 

themselves with variety of entertainment such as a shopping 

Centre, a coffee corner and a playground.  

The library has an attractive, modern appearance that befits its location in a popular shopping mall. Its 

shelves are well-stocked with new books and magazines in Thai and English, and there are many 

computers for visitors to use. The TK Park is owned and operated by the Thailand Government. It draws 

inspiration from other world learning centers such as Sendai Mediatheque (Japan), Idea Store (England), 

and the world-famous George Pompidou Centre in Paris.  

The TK park is more than a knowledge environment, it provide a place for socializing as well as a place to 

nurture visitors creativity thinking, imagination and to explore a new dimension of learning opportunities.  

TK Park Library is very popular with Thai visitors, frequently very busy, and has sensibly been zoned into 

several distinct sections:  

Music library 

This part of the library is one of the most distinct sections of the library. In the 

Music Library, music lovers can explore their talents and interests either by 

reading books and singing, of by making use of the electronic musical instruments 

and music education games.  

Quiet Room 

The Quiet Nook is a place for quiet study and research from more than 800 

reference books. It also has a number of computer workstations where students can use the Internet to 

search for resources and information. 

Mind Room 

The Mind Room serves as a platform or forum to exchange of idea among young people interested in  

Go to page 6 
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THAILAND CREATIVE AND DESIGN CENTRE (TCDC) 
By Nor Rahidah Haji Abdul Ghani 

 

 

On 13 June 2015, the Brunei delegation attending CONSAL 16 visited to Thailand Creative and 

Design Centre (TCDC ). We were welcomed by the Chief Librarian and taken on a conducted 

tour of the facilities and services of the TCDC Resource Centre and gallery. 

The Thailand Creative and Design Centre (TCDC), Asia's first design learning and resource 
facility, were established to foster the country's creativity and inspire innovative ideas among 
design professionals and entrepreneurs. TCDC is part of the Thai government's attempt to build 
Thailand as a knowledge-based society under the supervision of the Office of Knowledge 
Management and Development. 

Pansak Vinyaratn, Chairman of the TCDC, said Thailand can no longer compete with other 
countries in terms of lower labour costs. "To maintain competitiveness in the global market, we 
need to capitalise on creativity in designing products and services to better meet with market 
requirements. Thailand has to further boost export revenues in a bid to keep its trade position in 
surplus. To be able to achieve these targets, we need to make knowledge more accessible to 
people, that will inspire their creativity and enable them to develop their product originality. The 
TCDC is the source of knowledge and self-experience with an atmosphere that stimulates 
imagination and creativity." 

The 4,490 square metre site is located on the 6 th floor of The Emporium Shopping Complex, 
and houses state-of-the-art facilities like the largest design library in Asia with over 15,000 
design books, related publications, as well as a large selection of films, video and other 
multimedia work. There's a permanent exhibition that provides basic design knowledge from all 

over the world and leading design centres, a 130-seat convention facility, a creative space for 
new generation designers to display their work at no expense, a shop and a restaurant. 

The establishment of an extensive material library is the Material Connexion Bangkok (MCB). 
This will be the f4 th (and only Asian) branch of the internationally renowned Material 
Connexion. Acknowledging the importance of understanding and utilising the latest and most 
innovative materials in design, the TCDC has chosen to provide Thai people with this 
international standard materials resource centre. It will enable all interested Thai designers and 
manufacturers to have access to the widest and most up-to-date materials base, so as to inspire 
their creativity in the development of new ideas and products. 
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From page 4 
learning about and making their contribution to the creative economy. The forum involves exposing you to 
various platforms such as art and architecture, fashion, film and music to give a boost to your creative 
mind.  
 
IT library and IT Workshop 

The IT library is a center for IT learning that is equipped with 

reading materials and variety of media including computer and 

accessories provided to facilitate the development of IT skills. 

The IT workshops provide regular and extensive IT training 

programs with 

an emphasis 

on practical 

uses.    

 

 

Reading park and Mediatheque (Living Library) 

This is the largest zone of the library, which covers an 

area of more than 1,500sq.meters with a collection of 

more than 30 thousand books, 200 journals, magazines and titles that are difficult to find or that is 

expensive in most Thai bookshops and newsagents. In this zone, there are many computers provided to 

be used by young children, for computer games, interactive learning, and exposure to IT with or without 

their parent’s supervision.  

Kids Room or the Children Library 

Young children can have 

fun learning in an 

environment that is 

suitable for their ages. 

The library has the 

appearance of a 

kindergarten and 

adventure playground, 

with a child-friendly work 

center, central play area, 

and honeycomb seating for the more adventurous children to climb up into. Creative and fun activities are 

also organized to promote children’s interacted learning.  

Using the library 

The TK Park is open to any visitors who wish to use the library. Membership fees cost 200 for Thai adults 

or 400 baht for foreign residents (with work permit, proof of residences or tax payment required). For non-

members, a one day pass is available with a cost of just 20 baht with a 50 baht refundable deposit for the 

library entry card.  
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PRESS CLIPPING 
 

 
 

Source: Pelita Brunei, 4 July 2015 
 
 

 HAPPENINGS 
12 June 2015 Persatuan Kebajikan Perempuan Kuala Belait 50

th
 anniversary with recitation 50 times of the Al-

Quran. PKP was established on 10 June 1965 

13 June 2015 Dewan Perniagaan dan Perusahaan Melayu Brunei melantik Ahli Jawatankuasa Tertinggi 2015-
2018. DPPMB established in 1964, is now 51 years old 

13 June 2015 PUJA –ITB Student Chapter was formalized. PUJA was established  on 17 June 1982 

16 June 2015 IBTE to launch 27 new programmes in July 2015 

16 June 2015 Ramadan moon sighting in 4 designated locations. No moon was sighted. Ramadan to begin on 
18 June 2015 

17 June 2015 Magnetic research carried out in Serasa until 31 July 2015 by Marine Department using vessel 
Gubang HS 1 from spg 326-36 Jalan Serasa to Brunei channel 1.5 km and Barisan Jambatan 
Temburong from spg.720 Jalan Kota Batu 14 km to  Temburong side. This work is for the 
Jambatan Temburong Project 

17 June 2015 Brunei included in EU list of 30 non-compliant tax jurisdictions  

18 June 2015 17 yachts arrived off Serasa Beach under the sails Malaysia programme travelling from 
Langkawi to Sabah Malaysia 

18 June 2015 First Ramadan 1436 

20 June 2015 MOHA started portal for private jobs 

22 June 2015 11,084 signed up with PSC job portal 

24 June 201`5 22 youths (aged 18-40 ) received Micro Business Grants 2014 organised by the Brunei 
Economic Development Board through its Youth Development Resources (YDR) initiative. The 
grant was given under the Micro Grant Scheme under YDR’s Youth Entrepreneurship 
Development Programme. The YDR was established in 2008 as a vehicle to manage funds 
contributed by Corporate Sponsors as part of CSR initiatives to help young people of Brunei 
start micro/small businesses. 

24 June 2015 RBAF completed acquisition and took delivery of all its Sikorsky S-70i Black Hawk helicopters 

24 June 23015 Brunei’s first micra leadless pacemakers were implanted in 2 heart patients at Glenagles   
Cardic Centre 

26June 2015 International Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking. Established by the United Nations 
General Assembly in 1987, this day serves as a reminder of the goals agreed to by Member 
States of creating an international society free of drug abuse. 

27 June 2015 Sekolah Menengah Pengiran Isteri Hajah Mariam Serasa held a Khatam A-Quran ceremony to 
mark its 30

th
 anniversary. SMPIHM was founded on 11 July 1985. 

Go to page 8 
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27 June 2015 5,213 orphans received Hari Raya donations from the National Orphans Fund 

28 June 2015 Survey Department began accepting house number applications online 

29 June 2015 Kg kapok rolled out new OVOP product-agar-agar kering 

30 June 2015 Toastmasters from the Brunei Speakers Club and Oil Town Talkers Club installed 
new committee. Area K6 comprises 3 community clubs and one university club 
namely the Brunei Speakers Club, Oil Town Talkers Club and the Brunei Advance 
Speakers Club and UBD Toastmasters Club 

30 June 2915 Korean Navy Destroyer CHUNGMUGONG YI SUN SIN docked  at Muara Port with  a 
crew of 260 sailors and 36 officers 

30 June 2015  57 th anniversary of Immigration and National Registration Department 

2 July 2016 Quran reading proficiency course launched Program Cahaya Bimbingan Tarteel Al-
Quran. The programme spans 3 weeks of 126 working hours per level includes Iqra, 
Makiyyah and Madaniah 

2 July 2015 MRQ76 is the new locally grown rice 

2 July 2015 Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports organized mass Bertadarus Al-Quran Belia 
Senagara   for 3,000 male youths at Jame Asr Hassanil Bolkiah Mosque and some 
1,500 female youths held a similar ceremony at Sultan Omar Ali Saifuddien Mosque 

3 July 2015  National Nuzul Al Quran Ceremony. Prizes were given to the Musabaqah Menghafaz 
Al-Quran champions in Category A to Dy Iman Al-Humaira Hj Emran,  Category B to 
Dy Nuriwani Hidayah Hj Chipli, Category C to Aw Julazni Hj Zaini, Category D to Dy 
Nor Asilah Hj Putting, Category E to Aw Irma Mohammad Hazmie Hj Matussin. 
Champion for Musabaqah Menghafaz Al-Quran at MABIMS member states to Dy 
Farihah Zukifli from Malaysia. 

3 July 2015 
 

the ISB is moving to its new facility in Kg Sg Hancing come 18 Aug 2015. It costed 
$35 mil located on a 22 acre site 

3 July 2015 Shipping services between Brooke’s Point in Palawan to Muara Port in Brunei is 
proposed to go along with existing shipping routes in BIMP-EAGA 

3 July  2015 Nominations for ASEAN People’s Award now open. The awards are in recognition of 
the achievements and contributions of people and organizations to ASEAN 
Community. 

4 July 2015 Ministry of Home Affairs to launch tourism packages to promote village products 

4 July 2015 High wind speed and squally showers across Brunei with the tail effect of severe 
tropical storm Linfa with a maximum wind gust of 46 km/h (23 knots) 1t 1030 pm  

5 July 2015 Mosque youths hold Khatam Al-Quran nationwide to brighten the month of Ramadan 

5 July 2015 Darussyifa Warrafahah to open own hospital that specializes in Islamic medicine and 
treatment 

6 July 2015 59 hectares of agricultural development areas in 3 sites under the Dept of Agriculture 
and Agri-foods released to 3 local private companies for development 

7 July 2015 Over $8 m in zakat funds distributed to poor and needy 

7 July 2015 95 institutions including 26 mosques and prayer halls and 32 educational institutions 
received books published by the State Mufti’s Office 

 

 

17
th

 CONSAL Conference  

2018, Myanmar 
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