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A Happy New Year Hijrah 1 Muharram 1436 

A Happy Aidil Adha to our readers  

Happy Teacher’s Day & Celebrating 100 years of formal education in Brunei 

Darussalam 

 
 

24TH TEACHER’S DAY CELEBRATION AND 100 YEARS OF FORMAL 
EDUCATION  IN BRUNEI DARUSSALAM 

 

 

His Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei 

Darussalam said teachers should prove their greatness by 

possessing credible leadership qualities and vast knowledge, 

as these would lead them to be hailed and respected. The 

monarch delivered a titah at the 24th Teacher’s Day 

celebration and 100 Years of Formal Education in Brunei 

Darussalam on 9 October 2014, at the International 

Convention Centre. 

 

The highlight of the ceremony was the presentation of Sultan 

Omar ‘Ali Saifuddien award, Meritorious Awards and 

Excellent Teacher Awards. 

 His Majesty consented to launch and toured the Balai 

Kenangan Exhibition which showcased the education journey of the royal family members 

before touring  100 Years of Formal Education Exhibition and launched two books,   
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CULTIVATING EXTENSIVE READING AMONG UNIVERSITY 
UNDERGRADUATES 

 

Dr Christine Jothy Raju, Dean of Centre for Communication, Teaching and Learning at Institut 

Teknologi Brunei (ITB),  delivered a research paper on ‘Cultivating Extensive Reading among 

University Undergraduates’   at ITB’s Professional Communication for Business, Engineering and 

Technology Conference. 

 

The research, which took three years starting 2010, found that it was challenging to get students to 

read books for leisure. There was a “reading reluctance” in the group of students involved in her 

study. Many first-year university students do not have reading habits, preferring to chat and play their 

mobile phones instead, a study found. 

 

The habit of reading is not the norm. Students would rather chat or play on their mobile phones. Even 

reading online is fine but if the habit is not there, it may hamper efforts to create a knowledge 

economy. Primary schools should play a bigger role in cultivating reading habits  to ensure the habit 

of reading maintains later in life. 

 

In university, we cannot afford the time  so  advocating  primary schools to do that and from there we 

can drive the younger generations to read.  A continuous effort is required in schools and suggested 

reading to take place five times a week with about 20 minutes per session. The teacher should read 

with the students. They can keep a book in their drawer and the students can read as well. This way, 

so many books would have been read. 

 

Parents’ role is just as important but noted that not all families can afford the kind of environment 

conducive for reading. Different economic situations may play a role, hence the importance of schools 

in providing such an environment. If schools do not put good books to read, just how many of us are 

actually privileged to come from an environment where parents read and can afford books?  Parents 

are indeed role models but if you come to school and do not see a system in place to cultivate 

reading, that takes away from developing the habit.  Extracted from Brunei Times, 8 Oct 2014 

 

NEW TITLES FROM MOE 

‘Evolution and Transformation: Achievement in the 100 Years of Education in Brunei 
Darussalam 1914-2014" focuses on the development of education in the country since 
formal education was introduced in 1914 until today. 

 "Teacher's Journal" is to encourage local educators to share their research, experiments, 
opinions as well as theories related to education. 
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2ND FOCAL MEETING 

 

A second FOCAL Meeting was held on 21 October 2014,  at the Dewan Kuliah Utama, 

Pusat Dakwah Islamiah. It was chaired by Pn Nellie, BLA President and attended by eight 

Heads of various libraries. 

 

The meeting discussed issues on CONSAL XVI Conference in Bangkok, Thailand next June 

2015, on the proposed library qualification framework and sharing of knowledge on library 

development and capacity building of their staff. The future of LIS programmes in Brunei 

Darussalam was also tabled. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ICT WHITE PAPER  

The  Authority for Info-communications Technology Industry of Brunei Darussalam (AITI) and IDA 
International Pte Ltd (IDA International) is to develop a National ICT White Paper for Brunei 
Darussalam that will provide a strong foundation for the Sultanate towards its long-term ICT vision. 
AITI, as the nation’s local ICT industry promoter and developer, seeks to accelerate the development 
of Brunei’s ICT sector. 

The National ICT White Paper will support Brunei Darussalam Wawasan 2035 as a nation renowned 
for its well-educated and highly skilled people with a dynamic, sustainable economy.  The project] 
also seeks to work with key stakeholders to identify key performance indicators, recommend 
strategies and priorities programmes to meet the strategic goals identified by Wawasan 2035. 

AITI and IDA International signed an agreement for the development of the ICT White Paper. IDA 
International is a wholly-owned subsidiary of the Infocomm Development Authority of Singapore 
(IDA). and serves as the execution arm for collaborations on public service infocomm between 

Singapore and other countries. – Extracted from the Brunei Times, 18 October 2014  
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BALAI KENANGAN EXHIBITION 

 

His Majesty viewed the exhibition on the Ruler 
who pioneered lifelong education which led to 
the prosperity of the nation. The exhibit was put 
up by the the Balai Kenangan Al-Marhum 
Sultan Haji Omar 'Ali Saifuddien Sa'adul Khairi 
Waddien,  

Earlier in his Titah, His Majesty said that it was 
“With the far-sightedness of my father, Al-
Marhum Sultan Haji Omar ‘Ali Saifuddien 
Sa’adul Khairi Waddien, who formulated a 
balanced educational policy by stressing on 
Islamic education while at the same time 
emphasising on normal education, the policy 
has succeeded in producing quality local 
intellectuals” 
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COMMEMORATIVE EXHIBITION 

OF FORMAL EDUCATION IN BRUNEI 
 

FORMAL education in Brunei Darussalam began when the first Malay school was established in 1914 
and since then, the education sector has expanded rapidly, with a number of Chinese schools, 
English schools, and Arabic schools today. 
 
Within a century, the formal education system in the country has achieved excellence and dynamism 
– always improving with the times in today’s globalised world. It has continued to grow through 
focused initiatives in technical, vocational and religious education. 
 
This development is in line with the needs and requirements of the country to produce a new 
generation of leaders, who are knowledgeable with dynamic personality, through implementation of 
the Malay Islamic Monarchy (MIB) concept. 

 

 

 

It was interesting to note that 

in 1940, libraries were 

provided in each school. 

 

 

 

The 100 Years Formal Education Exhibition showcased the significant changes and development of 
education in the Abode of Peace since 1914. Based on a "time tunnel" concept, it also highlighted on 
the early measures taken in ensuring the citizens received basic education and eradicating illiteracy. 

 
Phase 1 (1914-1950) showcased education as a tool to prepare the nations – with preliminary steps 

to ensure that all citizens have basic education and eradicate illiteracy. Education before 1914 was 
conducted at private residences, halls, suraus and mosques. The early development of formal 
education also started with the establishment of the Malay, Arabic, Chinese and English schools. 
During the World War II era, education was more focused on teaching, learning Japanese language. 
 
Phase 2 (1951-1967)  focused on the efforts in driving education for national development and 

enhancing the nation through the tales of reputation of Al-Marhum Sultan Haji Omar  ‘Ali Saifuddien 
Sa’adul Khairi Waddien. His leadership led to an era of education through socio-economic and 
political development. Basic education provision of development of the 1 st  National Development 
Plan (1953-1958) was implemented. It also showcased the Education Policy 1954 which shaped the 
educational landscape of the nation by awarding of scholarships, free food scheme as well as free 
health and dental services at schools. 

Additional education trends and establishment of more Malay and English schools, religious schools, 
Arabic schools, private schools, Chinese schools, classes for adults and British Malayan Petroleum 
Company (BMPC) School of Crafts were also showcased. This followed the development of quality of 
teachers with  the establishment of the Brunei Teacher Training Centre and Brunei’s Malay Teachers’ 
Training College. Go to page 6 
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From page 5 
 
Phase 3 (1968-1983) His Majesty’s determination in enhancing education and developing the country 

to meet international standard of education as well as His Majesty’s commitment in modifying efforts 
in developing the education system of Brunei,  the teaching institutions as pillars of educational 
development; technical and vocational education as a catalyst for the economic progress of the 
country; and education as a catalyst for national advancement were shown. 
 
Phase 4  (1984-)displayed  the initiative in promoting the nation in the international arena through 

education with the theme, ‘Education Empowers the 21st Century Generation Nation’. It touched on 
education leadership, policy and sustainable education act, strengthening of the curriculum and 
assessment, modernisation of education infrastructure, institutions of religious education, recognition 
of quality education, higher education institutions, SPN21, innovative technology and creative 
transformation of technical and vocational education, as well as the standards of professionalism, and 
the direction of the National Vision 2035. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TEACHERS DAY AWARDS 2014 

 

On 9 October  2014, the following awards were presented by His Majesty to the following:  

 SOAS Education Award to YDM Pehin Orang Kaya Setia Pahlawan Dato Seri Setia 

Dr Hj Ahmad Hj Jumat,  

 Anugerah Guru Berjasa/meritorious teacher award  to Hj Kasim Adis, Hj Othman 

Durani, Hjh Siti Nafisah OK Maharaja Dinda Hj Saman, Hjh Hapsah Hj Naweh;  

 Anugerah Guru Cemerlang/outstanding teacher award  to Hjh Aminah Hj Abd 

Wahab, Dr Hjh Zurina Hj Harun, Sh Khadijah Husien Alkaff, Ust. Hjh Norjayati Hj 

Sawal 
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HAPPENINGS 

17 sept 2014 MOU signed between TAIB and Islamic Corporation for the 
Development of Private Sector; an agreement to develop syariah 
compliant learning or ijarah business in Brunei Darussalam 

17 Sept 2014 Brunei Government and Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, 
China signed agreement to see more than $500 million of joint 
investment into bio-innovation 

18 Sept 2014 Thailand admitted as the 5
th
 member of MASTERA at its 20

TH
  

conference in Brunei Darussalam 

19 Sept 2014 BSP concluded 85 times Khatam Al-Quran programme initiated as 
part of its 85

th
 anniversary 

20 Sept 2014 170 persons took part in a beach clean-up coorganised by BSP, 
BLNG, BSM, BGC, BST to mark 85 years of Sell in Brunei 
Darussalam at the billionth barrel monument 

20 Sept 2014 Finals of National Oratory Competition among Higher Educational 
Institutions 2014 

20 Sept 2014 AAC launched Green Planting House 

21 Sept 2014 5 Sultan Scholars named 

24Sept-2 Oct 2014 2
nd

 Borneo Bird Race. The first leg was Kota Kinabalu followed by 
Kuching from 24-29 Sept 2014. Brunei from 1-2 Oct 2014, was the 
third and final destination featuring Kg Ayer and Ulu Temburong 
National Park. The Wild Bird Society of Japan emerged as overall 
champions. 

24 Sept 2014 14 th Rotary Charity Golf Tournament 

25 Sept  – 4 Oct2014 5 th BIBD Home Showcase 

27-28 Sep 2014 11
th
 Abacus Holiday Travel Fair 

29 Sept 2014 1 st Brunei Bird Race at Tasek Lama Recreational Park. 

29 Sept 2014 PESEBAR 6
th
 Annual General Meeting and elections 

29 Sept 2014 TAIB 23 rd  Anniversary 

29 Sept 2014 Civil Service Day. About 300 people attended mass prayers across 
the nation to mark the 21st Civil Service Day. Mass thanksgiving 
prayers and Yaasin recitals took place in all four districts with the 
main ceremony held at Masjid Ash-Shaliheen 

29 Sept 2014 Ministry of Development launched its 3
rd

 Building Guidelines and 
Requirements (PBD 12:2014) 

30 Sept 2014 Launch of ITB Pesta Konvo and the new ITB Staff and Students 
Centre and launch of Autisay: a mobile application as a tool to assist 
autistic children to communicate with their parents, therapists and 
care givers. It was created by students of the School of Business 
and School of Computing and Informatics, winner of the BICTA 2013 
Award in the tertiary category. 

30 Sept 2014 Rakyat Warganegara Malaysia Muhibbah Golf Tournament 

1 Oct 2014 Borneo Bulletin Digital@ digital.borneobulletin.com,bn 

1 Oct 2014 SMARTER Brunei launched book, Acknowledging Autism: the 
Enigma of a beautiful mind @$50 edited by  Mr Malai Hj Abdullah 

2 Oct 2014 Anjung Saujana opened at Brunei International Airport 

8 Oct 2014 Moon Eclipse 

9 Oct 2014 24 th Teachers Day and 100 years of formal education in Brunei 
Darussalam 

9 Oct 2014 Return of 1
st
 batch of 184 Haj Pilgrims, 3 officers and 6 medical 

officers 

10 -11 Oct 2014 7
th
 Bali Democracy Forum, Bali 

13 Oct 2014 12 rooms damaged in fire in Raja Isteri Pengiran Anak Saleha 
Hospital 

13-16 Oct 2014 54 th Southeast Asia Team Golf Tournament: 8
th
 lion Cup, 6

th
 Santi 

Cup, 2
nd

 Kartini Cup 

15-17 Oct 2014 10 Asia-Europe Meeting, milan 
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FAIR USAGE POLICY 
 

Telekom Brunei Berhad will soon implement its ‘Fair Usage Policy’ that offers faster 

bandwidths for users to enjoy their broadband internet experience. The policy is aimed at 

ensuring better quality services and a more consistent internet experience by reducing 

excessive amount of bandwidth consumed by ‘a minority of heavy users’. 

 

Telbru has also introduced a new data checking feature that enables users to monitor their 

data use through its “eBill Online”  and “ eBill Mobile App” 

 
 

INTERNATIONAL CYBER SECUITY CONFERENCE 

 
The Brunei Computer Emergency Response Team hosted a 3 day OIC-CERT conference 

‘Emerging Risks vs Opportunities”  on 20-22 October 2014. The conference featured 

international experts who led discussions on the latest technologies and trends relevant to 

cyber security, such as cloud computing and big date. The conference aimed to foster global 

cyber security through international cooperation among members in mitigating cyber threats 

through a panel discussion and dialogue focusing on current and proposed cyber security 

policies, strategies and initiatives .It was attended by members from 16 OIC-CERT member 

countries.  

 

Members also met for an annual general meeting, technical workshop on internet 

investigation and desktop exercise on “Securing Organisations Against Cyber Attacks” 

 

 
 

16
TH

 CONSAL Conference, 
 ‘ASEAN Aspirations: Libraries as Sustainable Advancement’ 

10-13 June 2015, Bangkok 
 

 

17
th
 CONSAL Conference  

2018, Myanmar 
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